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Nick Lazares,

How does the Greek Government see the relationship Chairman & CEO
with Turkey and what is your take on her leader Recep of Admirals Bank
Tayip Erdogan?

How many years have you been in the Greek Foreign
Service and can you give us a glimpse of your service
record.

How has the sovereign debt crisis affected your duties and What about the "bmm'dl'ﬂm'; though that is a
responsibilities? Has it changed the way Greece is resultofaprolonged period of subpar economic
perceived and has it created a tougher environment in growth and lack of opportunities for the youth?
which you have to do your job, either internally or vis-a-vis

our diplomatic partners?

Switching gears, what do you think are the major Foreign
Policy and security challenges facing Greece right oW ywpat about tt
and for the future 5-10 years and how are they B
addressed?

' he Exclusive Economic Zone (Greek: AOZ)?

8EWING There has been a lot of noise surrounding the issue lately,
especially in light of Cyrpus unilaterally claiming its own
EEZ and with the Theodorakis Movement. What is
Greece's official position on this matter?

PR
CEOUPON <
: . N SN

But the markets were not completely
wrong... | mean, Greece was led to the
economic crisis due to internal structural
problems. Bond market speculation might
have exacerbated the situation but some
would argue that there are severe
underlying problems in the Greek economy
and that the speculators simply accelerated
the inevitable outcome.

What is the Greek Government's plan with regards to o [ cou o n I rad e
immigration and assimilation policy of all the recent ’ |

immigrants?

If you look at other countries and their ethnic minorities

in the US, it seems that there is better coordination - he Marketplace for unuse‘d

between the two. Two examples are Turkey and Israel.

How do you view Greece's relationship with the Greek- . H

American community and do you think that its advocacy Dal Iy Deals and G Ift Cards

focus is on target? Do you see Greece interacting more [Creeree——— |

closely with the Greek-American community here and -
Some people argue however, that all these austerity Iyngto lead in this relationship? 5 =.
measures might backlash, either by creating political
turmoil or by sinking the country into a prolonged period

of stagflation and further damaging the economy,
stressing the unity among EU member states even further.

8 NEO JuN 2011
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Recently, the American Hellenic Council of
California (AHC), the focal point of political
activities of Greek Americans there, hosted its 36th
Annual Honors Dinner Dance at the Omni Hotel
in Downtown Los Angeles. For the second
consecutive year, more than 400 people were in
attendance and the event was sold out.

1 8 N€O JuN 2011

“This year we had a top-notch cadre of honorees and
based on the attendees' feedback, the evening was
deemed one of the most successful and well-
planned | in the history of the Council,” stated
Alexander Mizan, the AHC Executive Director. “On
behalf of our Board of Directors, I would like to
thank all the organizations, businesses and
individuals that supported us again this year and
have been standing by our efforts and causes in the
past. We would have never been able to grow
stronger without everyone's support and
commitment.”

With award-winning actor John Aniston as the
event's MC, this time the Council recognized the
accomplishments of four exceptional Honorees —
Chancellor Linda Katehi, Mr. Van Vlahakis, Professor
Georgios Anagnostopoulos and Congresswoman
Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL).

With several VIPs of the Greek-American community
in attendance, the event acted as a great chance for
the community to gather like it does every year. The

award ceremony was exceptional and the honorees
engaged everyone in attendance with their unique
speeches. After the meal, the night was filled with
Greek music from Margarita and the Takis Kokotas
Band. On occasion, singers Alexia and Ariana Savalas
who were also in attendance, took the stage and sang
along and the bars were serving Metaxa in what
turned out to be a night of dancing and truly Greek
“kefi”.

The American-Hellenic Council is a non-partisan
political advocacy organization with the aim to
promote democracy, human rights, peace, and
stability in Southern Europe and the Eastern
Mediterranean, focusing on Greece and Cyprus, by
informing the American public and the government
about on-going issues and conflicts in the area.

Since its inception, in 1974, following the Turkish
invasion in Cyprus, AHC has been the focal point of
political activities of Greek Americans in California.
The Council has become an effective and respected
political lobbying group whose sole purpose is to

lobby the U.S. Congress for the protection and
promotion of Greek-American interests. During its
existence, the American Hellenic Council has
supported numerous Hellenic issues, has made
political donations and raised significant
contributions for members of Congress who
support Hellenic issues.

Whenever any of the aforementioned issues come
before the Senate or any Senate committee, the
Council will inform all Senators and/or Senate
committee members of Greek American position on
these issues. After each vote, they will convey to all
voting Senators the group’s gratitude or
disappointment regarding their votes.

Similarly, when Hellenic issues come before the
House or any relevant committee, the Council will
inform all 53 U.S. Representatives from California
and/or House committee members. “We are proud
that 60 percent of the members of the CA
Congressional delegation are currently active
members of the Hellenic Caucus,” says Alexander

Mizan. “Every year, we hold several fundraisers and
receptions for Members of Congress and candidates
who support Hellenic issues. Over the years we have
also made contributions to and held many
fundraisers for Hellenic-American candidates who
have run for political office.”

The Council has successfully organized the 31
congressional districts of Southern California and is
expanding its lobbying activities to the northern part
of the state. We urge our members and friends to
become active in the promotion and support of
these committees,” said Michael Galanakis, the AHC
President. “Thanks to our Congressional District
Committees, the community has reached out to our
Representatives and Senators through meetings,
written correspondence, telephone calls, and emails
to communicate the importance of Hellenic issues
and ask for support when these issues come for a
vote as bills or resolutions before Congress.”

More information on the AHC and its activities can
be found at their website, americanhellenic.org
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WHERE IMAGINATION BECOMES REALITTY
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The south coast of Lefkas is a jigsaw of long inlets and sheltered harbours and beaches nestling beneath the pine
carpeted hills. To the east is Sivota, a favourite port of call for yachting flotillas and, in the west Vassiliki, host to
the world windsurfing championships. Beyond Vassiliki is the wild, windswept peninsula that ends at Cape
Lefkas. A good road runs down the east coat to provide easy access but the south-west resorts are more tricky as
theroads get steadily worse as you head south.

Wilder and windier than the east, the west coast has the island's best beaches. Much tamer in the north-west,

_ they get progressively wilder as you head south. The reward for those that tackle the narrow hairpins of the
antatele o o 0 s 0 s o s s’s *.,* T : A~ . west coast road of Lefkas are staggering views from the cliffs and breathtaking beaches below that many rank as
J : among some of the best in the Mediterranean.
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AHEPA Testimo

AHEPA Ramapo Chapter #453 of Wyckoff, NJ, hosted recently a Testimonial Dinner for Past District Governor Phil
Vogis at the Hamilton & Ward Steakhouse in Paterson, NJ.

microphone our Past Supreme Governor John Mehos to
sing the Greek and US national anthems, followed by the
invocation by Father James Mulketis of the St Nicholas

Greek Orthodos h in Wyckoff, NJ, Kathy
President of the Daughters of Pe /

#336 of Wyckoff, NJ; Past District Governor Ted Vittas; Past
District Governor and member of the Supreme Board of
Trustees Lee Millas; District Governor George Horiates
District #5 NJ/DE; and Karen Marou istrict Governor
of the Daughters of Penelope. Also invited to speak were
Phil’s children Diana and Philip Jordan; and with some
coaxing Phil’s wife Connie. The honoree was finally invited
to speak and offer his response to the many kind words
and accolades that were mentioned on his behalf.

e President Dr John

] were Supreme Treasurer

kias, Supreme Member of the Board of

santhou, Supreme Governor Region

“hariades, PSG Louis Arvanitis,

anikos, PDG Herb Allen, PDG Steve Lioumis,

PDG George Karatzia, District Lodge Officers, Chapter

officers, Brothers and Sisters from District #5 NJ/DE, Past

Supreme President of the Sons of Pericles Brother Dean

Tselepis. Also there were members from District #6 New

York along with the District Governor Jimmy Kokotas, Lt.

Gov Chris Gallas, PDG Gus Drivas and Daughters of
Penelope from District #6 NY.

TO BHMA
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.| Greelk Frittata

Honey Glazed Flgs and Toasted Walnuts over Greek Yogurt .
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From the finest imported and domestic products to the freshest Long Island produce ALL GREEK PRODUCTS AVAILABLE
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Does Anyone Care?




