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A helping hand

for your business

As a business owner, you should be able to
spend your time running your business -
not worrying about your banking. Visit our
bank and experience banking at the speed
of your business.
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Quality Specialty Foods

vwn labels, we exclusively represent many well

Krinos Foods is the largest importer, distributor and
manufacturer of Greek specialty foods in North

America, We import and manufacture over 1,500

frozen, refrigerated and dry foods including cheeses,

olives, olive oil, pasta, peppers, yogurt, condiments,

fuices, coffees and confectionery. In addition to our

known brands including Amita, Apollo, Athens,
Attiki, Haitoglou, Horio, Macedonian, Melissa,
Mevgal, Minerva, Sarantis, Stella, Viaha, Yiotis and
Zanae. We distribute our products to both retail and

food service institutions qeross the US and Canada,

Krinos.... Foods from the Cradle of Civilization.

www.krinos.com

Krinos Foods, Inc. 47-00 Northern Boulevard, LIC, New York 11101 718-729-9000
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Politics here and there

s the bloom off the rose already for the incoming Obama administration? Or are people

getting a peek at the bugs under the rock that inhabit politics, not just in Chicago, but

throughout the world and throughout history. Obama is the product not necessarily of
the Chicago political machine but of the political machinations and alliances that go into any
run for public office—particularly for the highest office in the land.

Has he handled his first test under fire with grace and his vaunted cool? Don’t know. He gave
boilerplate answers at first—Don’t know all the facts. And then he was reminded to show
proper outrage—| am appalled. And then he marshaled the awesome Obama political
machine to get all the facts out and he held a formal press conference to say—that he
couldn’t say anything right now, but his team was busily researching all the possible
connections with the disgraced governor of Illinois and all the facts would come out in
detail. Except U. S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald then told the Obama team not to bring all the
facts out right now, pending further progress of his investigation. And so the story lumbers
on and the mystery deepens, and the spanking-new Obama administration continues to be
saddled with this albatross. His appointments have now become a sideshow for the press,
which smells blood, and pursues further inquiry into this sordid story. It’s a sad deflation
after the promise of change and the excitement of seeing a brand-new administration get a
fresh start on the monumental problems of our world right now. Suddenly, everything new
seemsold again.

Americans have gotten only a fleeting glimpse of the turmoil that erupted in Greece
recently and didn’t seem to fathom the extent of the violence there. Hundreds of buildings
were torched, hundreds of shops destroyed in Athens alone (and the violence had spread to
Crete and Corfu), more than 70 people were injured and the protests had spread to the rest
of the European Union. Labor unions in Greece were threatening to paralyze the country
and the conservative government was struggling to stave off calls for its resignation by the
socialist opposition.

Things have calmed down since and the typical Greek in the street has resumed his
accustomed cynicism about politics in general by blaming both the government and the
loyal opposition for using the situation to further their own interests. Things will calm down
and the demonstrations peter out over the next few weeks, one political analyst has
suggested. But he added, ominously, that it might take “a generation or two” to straighten
things out in Greece. The schism is borne out by some of the newspaper polls in the last few
days: in one poll, 62 percent of those questioned said the riots were inexcusable. And yet 60
percent said they considered them a legitimate social uprising...Stay tuned.
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Calamos Investments®
understands how much
you care about your
family’s financial security.
That's why we offer
“Investment strategies

for your serious money.”

We manage you
as if it were our

At Calamos Investments, we focus on the reason that you invest: to achieve
long-term financial security for you and your family. We also know that a
good part of building wealth comes from preserving it. That's why our
strategies aim to outperform in weak periods as well as strong ones.

We offer wisdom and experience gained through decades of investing.
Ciur long-term perspective keeps us true to our discipline, which, in turn,
keeps us true to our investors.

Calamos Investments. Investment strategies for your serious money.
Talk with your tinancial consultant to learn how Calamos Investments can
best fit into your portfolio's asset allocation. For more information, visit
wwwy.calamos.com or call 800, 582 6959

Calamos Investments

2020 Calamos Court
Maperville, llingis BO563-2787
200 582 6950

W Calarmos. com
caminfo@calamos. com

£ 2008 Calamos Holdings LLC. All Rights Reserved. Calamos®, Calamos Investments® and investment
strategies for your serious money® are registered trademarks of Calamos Holdings LLC
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Senator Leonidas Raptakis
and Margarita Vartholomeou on the wheel of JOHN BORWN.

1 Senator Raptakis
and Mr Spyros Stavrakas
of the Baltimore-Piraeus Sister City Committee.

It has been called a “ghost ship” and a
“maritime Lazarus”. The Arthur M. Huddell
is the last of the Liberty Ships, vessels which
played a vital role in the efforts of the
United States to aid European allies during
World War Il and during the Cold War years.
For years, the Huddell had been anchored
off Fort Eustis in Newport News Virginia and
managed by the United States Maritime
Administration.

Today, the Huddell is en route to Athens,
thanks to an ambitious public/private
partnership involving government officials
and private citizens from both Greece and
the United States who shared the vision of
using the last Liberty Ship as a floating
museum to commemorate Greece’s
maritime history and its strong ties to the
United States. The Liberty Ship Project
confirmed the existence of the Huddell and
worked to facilitate its donation to Greece,
raising funds to conduct necessary
renovations and complete environmental
tests necessary to finalize the process.

“There have been a number of people, both
in Greece and the United States who have
been working hard to secure the donation of
the Huddell for more than two years,” said
Rhode Island State Senator Leonidas
Raptakis, who helped launch the Liberty
Ship Project in 2005. “Ship owners,
historians, government officials, and
concerned citizens in both countries have
come together to make this happen ...to
preserve a vital piece of history and create a
lasting reminder of the strong ties between
Greece and the United States. What started
as a dream has become a reality thanks to
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the commitment and dedication of people
who wanted to create a living resource to
educate future generations about a vital era
in the world’s history.”

More than 2,000 Liberty Ships were
constructed in US shipyards beginning in
1942 to support the war effort. They were
the first ships to be built using production
line methods that resulted in a four day
construction process for each ship. Although
the Liberties were designed as cargo ships
that could be built quickly and cheaply to
meet immediate wartime needs, they
proved to be very resilient and long-lasting.
About two-thirds of all cargo shipped from
the U.S. during World War Il was shipped on
Liberty Ships and more than 200 were sunk
by enemy action.

After the war ended, many Liberty Ships
were purchased by Greece to build up a
merchant fleet which had been decimated
by World War Il and to deliver food,
medicine and supplies in the crucial Cold
War years.

The Huddell was launched
on December 7,1943, and
within a year was
converted to lay gas
pipeline across the
English channel to
supply fuel to the
Allied forces after
the D-Day

landings. The
Huddell
subsequently
worked as a cable
layer in commerecial
service after the war.

In June of 2005, Raptakis
joined Virginia State
Senator Nick Rerras,
Connecticut State Representative

Dimitrios Giannaros, adviser to the Greek
Minister of Merchantile Marine Manolis
Alifierakis, Hellenic Maritime Attache
Commander Andreas Lelakis (New York) and
Superintendent Engineer of Seacrest
Shipping Matheos Ferenduros in inspecting
the ship. The Huddell had been identified as
the last remaining Liberty Ship in private
hands and the inspection confirmed what
Raptakis and others had already suspected —
that the Huddell was a very likely candidate
to be restored as a floating museum.

Seacrest Shipping owner Spyros Polemis
played a vital role in working with Raptakis
and other legislators to initiate the Liberty
Ship Project. After working to educate
members of Congress about the project,

supporters won passage of a bill to facilitate
the donation of the vessel. But it took
months of work and meetings with
American and Greek government officials to
overcoming bureaucratic hurdles and raise
money as part of a campaign to create a
public/private partnership to give the
Huddell new life.

In the spring of 2007, meetings with the U.S.
Maritime Administration and the
Environmental Protection Agency made it
clear that a range of environmental tests
would have to be completed on the vessel
to ensure the final donation. In addition to
working with those agencies to ensure the
development of an environmental sampling
plan and remediation plan, supporters of
the Liberty Ship Project began working to
raise money to demonstrate Greece’s
ongoing commitment to advance the
establishment of the Huddell as a floating
museum. A number of major Greek ship
owners contributed to the effort and the
American Bureau of Shipping contributed
$250,000.

~.In June of 2008, the final transfer of
& thevessel to Greece was
finalized with the signing of a
% Memorandum of
b Understanding between
the US and Greece, by the
United States Maritime
Administrator Sean
Connaughton and Greek
Minister of Merchantile
(™1l Marine George
| Voulgarakis.

The vessel has been re-
named Hellas Liberty and
its new home will be in
Faliron Harbor, near Piraeus,
Greece. The hope is that the
vessel will be placed alongside
two famous Greek ships anchored
there, the armed cruiser Georgios Averof,
the flagship of the Royal Hellenic Navy
during most of the first half of the 20th
century, and the destroyer Velos, a former
American vessel given to Greece in 1959
which sailed for a time in the Greek Navy.

“The idea of helping new generations
reconnect with the shared history of the
Greek and American people and with
Greece's rich maritime heritage brought a
wide range of people to the table,” said
Raptakis. “When it came time to raise
money for initial renovations and
environmental testing, Greek business and
civic leaders played a vital role in advancing
this effort and making sure the final hurdles
were overcome.”

¢“As Always You Are Most Welcome
To Our Grand Palace!”

Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Alice Halkias

263 PROSPECT AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11215
phone: (718) 788-0777 rax: (718) 788-0404

www.grandprospecthall.com info@grandprospecthall.com
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John G. Rangos Sr. speaking at a New Ye
dinner reception in honor of the 2006
Marshals of the Greek Independen

Environmental innovator and industrialist

John G. Rangos Sr.

has Chan ed the landsca e 0 by Dimitri C. Michalakis
the America that he loves so much
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Interview

John G. Rangos, Sr. is an environmental pioneer and a giant in the field of recycling and
waste management. His company has been cited by the Florida EPA for having one of the
finest environmental records in the world and he’s even designed a comprehensive
environmental plan for Greece. His many innovations include the recycling of waste-
generated methane into energy and the conversion of common boiler-ash into the
components of cinder blocks and anti-skid material for highways. “Waste by- products can
be converted and they can be converted into the energy we need,” he says, still going
strong at 79, but now more than ever involved with his many civic and charitable works.

Most recently his longstanding Rangos family charitable foundation dedicated a new 10-
story, state-of-the-art research center at the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, funded a
groundbreaking study of colon cancer and a new research facility at Johns Hopkins and
donated 71 acres of recreational trails to Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania. He’s also
an archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, a founder of International Orthodox Christian
Charities, and as a proud Chian, was a co-chair of the 52nd National Chian Convention.
“You do your best, that’s all you can do,” he says, “and hopefully you’ve accomplished
something that will benefit mankind.”
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Are we making progress on the
environment and recycling?

| think waste management has made
some of the most extraordinary strides in
ensuring security and being efficient.
Waste management itself has provided
an extraordinary recycling program that is
second to none in the world, and the
proof is that it’s working and doing a
great job in creating power by recycling
methane and by combustion burning and
it’s adding a great resource to the
country. There were bad actors in the
business before. And | have fought them
and brought regulation to the state of
New Jersey, for example, where we
pushed that violators get serious
penalties and this has been enacted
throughout the United States. (Carol)
Browner, who was nominated by Obama
for (White House energy czar) was the
Florida EPA chief when we were building
the largest waste site in the world there.
And she told me, “I've never signed (off
on) this for any other company; but your
company, Mr. Rangos, has one of the
finest environmental records in the
world.” The environmental record of our
company is one of the best ever in the
history of the United States and I'm
awfully proud of that.

This takes a lot of engineering, but your
background is in business.

For the business of environment you have
to have engineering and | don’t know of a
Greek who's not capable with math—it
comes natural to them—and they’re
some of the best engineers in the world. |
looked at companies and said to myself
it’s amazing that every one of these
companies has either a number one or
two technical engineer that’s a Greek and
educated in Greece. | wanted to take a
trip to Greece and see what kind of
academic program creates these kind of
people. We went to Patras University and
one of the men | went with, a world-
renown engineer, said to me, “You know
what, John, these guys are as good as |
am. These engineers are really brilliant.”

What do you think of the Obama energy
team?

| was busy and | missed the
announcement. But if it’s anything like his
previous Cabinet appointments that he’s
made he’s well on his way. What | heard
and | liked is that he’s not against
offshore drilling if it’s part of a broad
program that includes everything. | am a
strong advocate of nuclear power and he

can get those millions jobs (he talks
about) just by building 200 nuclear plants
in America. France gets probably 90
percent of its power through nuclear and
has never had an accident.

You were a supporter of JFK. Do you see
any parallels with JFK and Obama?

Very much so. Let’s go down the human
aspect first: very charismatic, extremely
bright. Can think on their feet very rapidly
and have a great ability to draw the
masses to them. Both men have these
capabilities, which make them super-
politicians. Both are fantastic
communicators. | don’t think two men
have ever existed who have been more
charismatic than JFK and this young man
who's going to be our president now. |
think he’s one of the great political
geniuses of modern times.

Why do you feel service to country is
such an important part of your life?

| love my country, and | love my
Hellenism, and if you’re truly a Hellene,
and you’re truly an active American, you
will try to shepherd in any way possible
your talents to best serve the American
people.

Did you ever think of going into politics
yourself?

God forbid.

Why do you say that if you’re so active
politically?

First of all you have to be willing to
compromise yourself. | am very careful
about the commitment that | make and |
will not compromise myself. And you
can’t be a politician with that concept.

Isn’t that part of democracy—the
interests of the many over the interests
of the few?

Dimitri, | don’t find anything wrong with
somebody else feeling that whichever
direction they want to take is democracy.
| think you have to compromise in order
to come to a common denominator: we
make a decision and we’re not all going
to get what we want, but we make a
decision. But | don’t have that in my
personality. It’s not in me. | have strong
feelings about what | believe and | don’t
compromise.

Is that something in your personality or
did somebody inspire you?

| helped my granddad get his
citizenship—his name was Konstantinos
Svokos. He was a legend. A shipping
captain. Livanos had baptized both my
mother and my uncle John. So my
granddad was deep in shipping as all the
Svokos were. FDR was coming to my town
and making a whistle stop in Weirton,
West Virginia when | was a boy and | said
to my grandfather, “Granddad, we're
going to go and listen to the president.
He’s campaigning.” And he said, “You're
crazy, I’'m not going to take little boy to
this.” And | said, “Granddad, you don’t
understand. You're going for your papers
and Congress can change the laws about
anything. It can even change the law
about whether you can become a citizen
or not. You have to be active.” So he put
four Coke cases together so | could see
and | stood there listening to FDR talking
to the Democrats of Weirton, West
Virginia.

b i =
Conffetti raine&d and band played »
moéments after the official
dedicatibn opening of,the

JGhn G. Ranggs Sr Building

at Science ;g#fchno/ogy

Park at Johns Hopkins.

What was it like growing up Greek in
Weirton, West Virginia?

It had one of the most booming steel
mills in the country and my grandfather
had a restaurant right there at the
Number One gate of the plant. | was four
years old when | went to kindergarten,
and | had a hard time speaking English
because we had a little Greek colony
there and all we talked was Greek. But |
caught on in about a year and | was able
to speak fluent English. The Italians had
their several blocks, the Greeks had
theirs, the Poles had theirs. My
grandfather spoke about 15 languages,
because he was an old sea captain, and
he’d walk down the street and see a
Russian and he’d talk to him in Russian, a
Serb in Serbian, an ltalian in Italian. I'd
say, “Granddad, how did you learn all
these languages?” He'd say, “When
you're a sea captain you have crews from
all over the world. You learn their
language or they don’t know what you're
talking about.” He was a great old man.
He’s the backbone of what built me into
what | am.

Interview
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John G. Rangos Sr. with his family at a New York dinner reception honoring
the Grand Marshals of the 2006 Greek Independence Day Parade.
From left to right: grandsonJohn Ill, Alexander, granddaughter Virginia, Jenica, John Sr., Jill, John Jt. and grandson Nicholas.

Where did you get your spirit of public
service?

| think it’s part of what | grew up with.
Ernest T. Weir was an industrialist like
Carnegie, and when we were in the
middle of the Depression he built a Weir
Christian Center in Weirton where all of
us could go and play basketball and other
sports. And then he built a giant park,
and all the time I’'m saying, “Why does
this man care for us so much?” And what
| learned from him is to always give back.
If you know West Virginia you know that
we don’t have much wealth, but our
patriotism is so enormous that it’s
legendary. And my patriotism is from
growing up with these roots. As | got into
commerce | saw what a great country we
have and what opportunities it’s given
me. There’s not too many countries
where you can rise from common roots
to building an empire. And many Greek
Americans have had this privilege in
America and they should think more
about giving back.

Do you think that Greeks in America are
doing that?

To be politically correct | should say they
are. But | would also have to say that they
could do a lot more. They are doing some
things, but they can do a great deal more.
This country has been very good to them,
and this country has given so much to
them and | think they should be the
example for everybody, not only for
Hellenism, but for the whole country.

Do you think America will get over its

current economic problems?

America will get over this economic
problem and will be the leader of the
western world again, because without
America | don’t think the possibility of
true freedom can exist. Maybe it leans a
little right sometimes, or a little left, but
Americans’ love for freedom and
Americans’ love for democracy will
always be a beacon for the world.

Do you think the incoming Obama
administration is on the right track?

| was a friend of McCain’s and | was for
him because of his experience and
because | thought he had given a lot of
correct dissent with this administration
when they were wrong. But, frankly, in
watching Obama pick his Cabinet, | am
extremely pleased. | think he’s doing an
outstanding job and | think he’s got one
of the best Cabinets I've ever seen put
together in modern American politics.

The best and the brightest?
Absolutely, to the point it’s kind of

quizzical in my mind how one man can
have the confidence of all these great

people that he’s surrounded himself with.

And it has to be that he’s deeper and
stronger than we think. | haven’t had the
chance to talk to him, but I’'m intending
to at some point. | have an idea about
how to finance the medical program for
this country (health care) which I'm not
going to disclose right now. But I’'m close
to a couple of the congressmen who are
close to him and I’'m going to give the

idea to them because | think it can be a
balanced way to bring medical support to
forty million people who have no
insurance.

Your family comes from Chios?

My family comes from northern and
southern Chios. The Rangos family is
Kalamoti and the shipping side, the
Svokos, come from the south. | usually go
back every other year. Chios is gotten so
modernized. When | was in the Poli there
were so many brand-new homes | was
startled by it. We’ve been breaking
records in building new homes. They
have made a fantastic transition. Markos
Marinakis is trying hard to bring (many
services to the island): sewers to one
town, help with the schools in another
town. He’s always working to make
progress there.

What is the legacy you hope to leave to
your children and grandchildren and the
community at large?

When you are fortunate enough to
succeed, then you owe your fellow
citizens and your country payback. That’s
the way | look at it. And I've been
honored that God gave me the ability to
succeed and | will try to do my best to my
last day to bring about something better
with my efforts. You do your best, that’s
all you can do, and hopefully you’ve
accomplished something that will benefit
mankind.
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With Jeffery Realty you get more than just a group of brokers...

you geta partneryou candepend onto furnish the highest level of
professionalreal estate servicesinareliable and timely manner.

You also get:

*An objective evaluation of
market opportunities

*Total broker cooperation to best
serve client needs

*Established relationships with
buyers/sellersin each market

Chris Mavris is our agent specializing in selling
and leasing diner and restaurant properties. He has
many contacts with national retail chain stores,
drugstores and banks. Chris’ considerable retail real
estate experience complements Jeffery Realty’s staff
of 15 retail specialists.

Jeffery Realtyis recognized as the largest Retail
Specialist in Central and Northern New Jersey having
closed over 1700 retail transactions.

For a confidential consultation regarding your
property call Chris at 908-668-9600 x 242.

*State-of-the-art information
gathering systems customized for

each client

DINERS AVAILABLE IN BERGEN COUNTY, HUDSON, SUSSEX, MORRIS

Jettery
Ralty, Inc.

NJ’s Retail Specialists

116 Route 22, North Plainfield, NJ 07060 * Tel: 07060 908-668-9600 x 242 www.jefferyrealty.com
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The Athenagoras Human Rights Award is presented to Rabbi Schneier
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Rabbi Arthur Schneier, the senior rabbi at New York's Park East Synagogue, has joined a very
distinguished group, including Archbishop lakovos, President Jimmy Carter, President George H.W. Bush,
former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Mother Teresa, Elie Wiesel and
Archbishop Demetrios after becoming the 23rd recipient of the Athenagoras Human Rights Award of
the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in America.

The award was presented to Rabbi Schneier at the Grand Banquet of the Order's annual three-day
assembly, held in New York last October. The Rabbi was honored for his work as founder and president
of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation, an interfaith organization of corporate and spiritual leaders
from all faiths committed to promote peace, tolerance, and ethnic conflict resolution.

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Rabbi Schneier have worked closely together as co-chairs of the
1994 Peace and Tolerance Conference in Constantinople/Istanbul, which strove to bring an end to the
bloodshed in Yugoslavia. In 2005, they co-chaired the second Peace and Tolerance Conference, bringing
together leaders from all the major faiths promoting peace and tolerance in Southern Europe and
Central Asia.

After the award ceremony Rabbi Schneier and Archbishop Demetrios of America shared some thoughts
to NEO.

RC HBISHOPS

AND A RABDBI
ON RELIGION

Rabbi, you said in your acceptance
speech that in time of crisis people turn
to religion.

What the economic crisis has shown is
that we don’t live in a divided world, that
there are no borders, we are all in the
same boat and basically what the Bible
tells us is that we are all God’s children.
Now, each one of us has the capacity to
use the God-given potential for good or
for destruction. In the past, we had many
religious conflicts, because religion is like

“Religion is like fire. It can bring

comfort, but it can also destroy”

fire. It can warm, it can bring comfort, but
it can also destroy. Fortunately, people
have seen that some religious leaders
today are not part of the problem but
part of a solution for coexistence and
dialogue. And that is a hopeful
development.

As a Holocaust survivor, you have
experienced the worst case of religious
persecution and intolerance in human
history. Yet just 60 years after the
Holocaust, similar, even of lesser

magnitude, phenomena have occured.
Haven’t we learned the lesson yet?

As | pointed out, this is a time for
heightened intolerance. And although
we’ve had globalization, the identity of
individual cultures is really threatened. So
you have heightened nationalism and |
don’t care for the word tolerance,
because when you say tolerance, you
tolerate. | believe in mutual acceptance, |
respect you, | want you to respect me, |
accept you, | want you to accept me. So,
yes, unfortunately we have seen in
Europe the rise of xenophobia and anti-
Semitism. Again, the tendency of the
human being is not to assume
responsibility. You find radical Islam going
back to Moses, bringing up things of the
past. But we must not be paralyzed by
the past, we must move forward. | could
have been totally paralyzed by the pain of
my losses, but thank God, | decided to
use my energy help improve this world.
So, that’s the challenge each religious
leader faces.
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One of the institutions that face this
kind of persecution and harassment is
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. You have
worked with the Patriarch in promoting
religious dialogue and understanding.

He is an example of the capacity of a
religious leader who understands the
important teaching that we are all God’s
children. His love and his outreach have
earned him the respect and admiration
throughout the world. That’s why | love
the man; | admire him and respect him.
He’s really an inspiration.

Judaism and Hellenism came together
and fused--actually Christianity is the
result of that fusion. Nowadays, do you

see there two ancients traditions coming

together to do other good things?

Yes, because basically, our core values are
the same. | am an Orthodox rabbi, and |
already have the affinity to the Orthodox
(he laughs.) But you find the basic
teaching of family, of education of
children and so forth, is so similar. Even, |
would say, our emotional feelings, Greeks
are full of heart and emotion. So are
Jews.

Archbishop Demetrios of America: “The
world condition calls for a much stronger
action on the part of Orthodoxy”

Tonight the American Greek Orthodox
Church honored an Orthodox rabbi.
What are some of the symbolisms and
messages in your opinion?

This was a very nice occasion, something
indicative of the spirit of openness that
characterizes Orthodoxy. Orthodoxy is
receiving every good thing that we could
have. And we are conscious that
Christianity is a continuation and a
transformation of Judaic religion,
therefore there is and there always will
be a connection. After all, the Old
Testament is a book used completely in
the Church together with the New
Testament, which shows the continuity.
Tonight we had this very auspicious
occasion by honoring someone who is
really honoring this tradition of ours, by
working in many instances closely with
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Rabbi
Schneier has been instrumental in
promoting issues of the Patriarchate with
the religious, the diplomatic and political
communities. So, there was a symbolism
tonight, not only of openness but also of
he value that is inherent in whatever

good in any given religion and in any
given religious person.

You just returned from the journey
walking in the footsteps of Saint Paul in
Asia Minor, modern day Turkey. What is
your feeling in terms of the Orthodox
people working together, not just being
“spiritually united?”

This was again an event of paramount
significance. It was not the first time the
leaders of Orthodox churches under the
present Ecumenical Patriarch have met.
But this time there is a special
significance because of some existing
difficulties between the leadership of
some Orthodox churches. And because of
the world condition that calls for a much
stronger action on the part of Orthodoxy.
| was there from the very beginning | had
the responsibility for the academic part,
which followed the Synaxis (meetings). It
was in my opinion, one of the most
beautiful expressions of Orthodox unity.
Now, the consequence of this meeting in
terms of practical unity in action, | think
time will show that it was serious.

What we saw in the Russian-Georgian
conflict, a war among two ancient
Orthodox Catholic peoples, the church
could neither prevent nor effectively
mediate for a solution. Did the hierarchs
discuss the possibility of establishing a
mechanism to be more effective should
the need arise in the future?

The issue is almost exclusively political it’s
not a religious conflict. On the other
hand, | have to tell you that in the Synaxis
we agreed on a statement of 14 points
and there is a mentioning of the conflict

Archbishop Demetrios of America:
“The world condition calls for
a much stronger action

on the part of Orthodoxy”

there, because the issue was brought to
the attention of the leaders. It has been
included as an issue that was painfully
recognized, but was positively recognized
in doing anything possible to avoid a
recurrence of things like that in the future
and we asked both sides to be able to
proceed correctly in terms of the political
procedure, because the ecclesiastical
procedure, as we have been told, was
undertook from both sides.

P

Archbishop Hieronymos of Athens and all Greece with NEO's Demetrios Rhompotis

Demetrios Rhompotis recently had an audience with Archbishop of Athens and All
Greece Hieronymos. One of the most erudite and spiritually capable hierarchs in
today’s Orthodoxy, Hieronymos resumed his current duties about a year ago,
promising to focus his efforts in turning the Greek Church to more substantial work,
both on the spiritual and practical levels. At the end of the meeting, His Beatitude
agreed to briefly speak on the record, in his only second interview since becoming

Archbishop.

As other religious leaders have pointed
out, in time of crisis such as the one we
are going through now, people turn to
religion.

There have always been crises in the
course of history. At the same time, there

have existed ways to overcome these
crises. It’s true that in times of hardship,
people turn to God more often than in
time of prosperity and well being in order
to find comfort and inspiration. But crises
don’t get surpassed unless each one of us
tries to do his part, for himself and the

Pan-Greek American Educators
Known as Federation of Hellenic Educators and Cultural Associations

society in general.

What about the danger of
fundamentalism?

When Orthodoxy is lived as an
ecclesiastical experience and man lives
within the spirit of Orthodox life and
ways, there is no danger to become a
fundamentalist or a fanatic in any sense
of the word. Instead, he is looking for
ways to strengthen himself in order to
help the others. Orthodoxy is the Faith
par excellence that stresses the belief
that man shares the world with other
people. That is what our faith in the Holy
Trinity signifies: a society based on love.
Thus, a Christian cannot see the “other”
as enemy, but as a brother. Throughout
the Orthodox teachings and beliefs | can’t
really see any danger that they might
lead to fundamentalism, only when there
are aberrations. Unfortunately, countless
crimes have been committed in the name
of Jesus Christ.

Are you planning to visit us any time
soon?

I've been to the US three times. | would
wish to be able to come again, but it’s
very difficult at this point due to my
heavy schedule. We'll see.

Greek Teachers Association “Prometheus”
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Giles Milton

PARADISE
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Book review by Theodoros Karakostas

Giles Milton's "Paradise Lost Smyrna 1922"
is a welcome contribution to work
pertaining to the Genocide of the Greeks
and Armenians by the Turkish nationalists
of Mustafa Kemal. It is a thoroughly
researched book with a very impressive
bibliography. Among the citations in the
bibliography are George Horton's "The
Blight of Asia", Edward Hale Bierstadt's "The
Great Betrayal" and Marjorie Housepian
Dobkin's "Smyrna 1922 the Destruction of a
City". The Horton and Bierstadt books were
written in the years immediately following
the horrors that took place in Smyrna and
have tragically been excluded from many
historical examinations of the period owing
to the politically advantageous position that
Turkey has held with regard to the
perceived commercial interests of the
western powers.

Milton has impressively established a
concise history of Smyrna during its final
years under the Ottoman Empire, and
during the brief period of Greek rule. He
vividly describes Smyrna and the large
foreign populations which resided there,
including a strong and prosperous America
community. Attesting to the objectivity of
the author with regard to the Turks, he
writes of Rahmi Bey, Ottoman governor of
Smyrna who during the period of the
genocide of Greeks, Armenians, and
Assyrians in Anatolia protected the Christian
populations of Smyrna.

This history depicted in this book is a must
read, not only for Greeks and Armenians,
but for all those worried about the
vulnerability of democracy and the inability
of the media to report accurate
information. A case in point is the example
of American High Commissioner Admiral
Mark Bristol, who made no secret of his
support for the Nationalists of Mustafa
Kemal, and who openly expressed utter
contempt for Greeks. Admiral Bristol
appalled many American officials and
members of the American community at
the time owing to his anti-Greek racism.
When he was compelled to assign three
American journalists who would

NEO

"objectively" cover the events transpiring in
Smyrna, he made sure all three journalists
would report favorably on the behavior of
Kemal and the Turkish nationalists, while
ensuring that the Greeks would be depicted
as the perpetrators of atrocities.

Bristol was decisive in influencing the
manner in which the events at Smyrna were
covered, and in large part he is an
important forerunner in America to the
numerous pro-Turkish officials who ensure
that American policy protects Turkey's
falsified image and brutal policies at all cost.
One year ago, the Bush administration
blocked recognition of the Armenian
Genocide in the House of Representatives.
What shame can be attributed to today's
pro-Turkish officials when Bristol did not
just actively repress the commemoration of
historical events, but who actively aided
and abetted the Kemalists in their goal of
exterminating Greek and Armenian
Christians in Smyrna, and helping to cover
up the evidence. Before Henry Kissinger and
Cyprus, there was Admiral Mark Bristol and
Smyrna.

Milton informs us that Admiral Bristol was
so anti-Greek, that the New York Times
published an editorial demanding his
removal from his post and expressing
dismay that American interests were being
represented by such a person. Bristol
horrified and appalled the members of the
American community and other officials
such as George Horton. The American
community was sympathetic to the Greeks
and the Armenians but they were drowned
out by Admiral Bristol who had the last say
in the formulation of policy, and in how the
events of Smyrna were reported to the
press.

In addition, Milton gives readers a great
deal of insight into the views of Mustafa
Kemal. As early as 1905, when he first
visited Smyrna, Kemal desired the
elimination of the Christian populations.
When in the aftermath of the massacres at
Smyrna, and the subsequent burning of the
City, General Ismet Inonu expressed regret
over the burning of Turkish territory (but
not for the fate of the Greeks and
Armenians). Mustafa Kemal expressed his

2 2 and protect the Hellenism and the Hellenic culture.
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account of Mustafa Kemal make very clear
his responsibility for the horrors that
ensued, for it was Kemal himself who sent
General Noureddin Pasha, a man known for
his extremism, to Smyrna in the aftermath
of the Greek evacuation.

Milton regretfully criticizes Greek ambitions
in Asia Minor at one point, and falls for the
traditional myth that the Greek campaign
could not have succeeded. The fact remains
that Greece, in so far as Venizelos remained
in power, would have trounced the
Kemalists. The hostility and jealousy by the
Western powers to the Venizelist success in
Asia Minor is however recounted by Milton.
In the aftermath of the Greek liberation of
Smyrna, amidst celebrations which included
the participation of Metropolitan
Chrysostom, an Italian soldier fired a shot in
order to foment violence and disrupt the
Greek diplomatic and political success that
resulted in the liberation of Smyrna.

During the course of the War, the Italians,
French, and British, alongside the Soviet
Communists, each for their own interests
armed and supported Mustafa Kemal's
nationalists while cutting off all aid for the
Greek Army. In light of these important
facts, one can easily discern that the Greek
campaign might have very well succeeded
had it not been for the pro-Turkish
interference of these divergent interests. In
any case, "Paradise Lost" is a superb book
that belongs on the shelves with other
classic documents and historical works that
pertain to the destruction and genocide of
Hellenism and Christianity in Asia Minor.

The publication of this book and its
appearance in prominent bookstores such
as Borders, Barnes and Noble and
Eleftheroudakis (Greece) is very
encouraging. This is another small but
significant step forward in democratizing
history in western libraries and bookstores
who have far too long carried fawning
works on the person of Mustafa Kemal and
mythical books about a democratic Turkey.
Giles Milton serves to remind everyone how
the foundations of modern Turkey were
built.

Mr. Karakostas is a member of the Hellenic Electronic Center (HEC) www.Greece.org, a non for profit, no commercial organization. It
was incorporated at the State of of Delaware in 1995 and has a network of 37,000 members. The main objective of HEC is to promote
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Unresolved Iséues Turned Greek Sﬂ*eets Aflame

By Asher J. Matathias

A friend’s forwarding and timely email
instructing to Click here: Greek fighting: the
eurozone's weakest link starts to crack, by
Ambrose Evans-Pritchard, put me in a
reflective mood, permitting my mind to
wander the span of six decades, roughly
coinciding with my life. Born in Nazi-
occupied Greece, my stream of
consciousness exercise recalled my father
Jacob's intermittent absences, particularly
in daylight, to stay updated on underground
activity in the Mt. Pelion, where we found
refuge. There followed years of deprivation,
relief found only close to the military base
where he was stationed, his literacy and
typing ability becoming indispensable to his
commander, as the latter was prosecuting
the strategy of the right-wing government
engaged in a protracted three additional
years of civil war barbarism.

The experience of rending the body politic
asunder, dividing siblings, parents, and the
broader society into Monarchist and
Communist factions was settled by the
abundant infusion of American arms,
emphatically helping simultaneously a
weakened Greek state (not to fail by falling
into the then expanding Soviet sphere of
influence), while picking up the political
obligations of a chastened British Empire ---
victorious in the Second World War, yes, but
exhausted, facing a massive economic crisis
at home. Indeed, the famous Winston
Churchill was replaced by Clement Attlee as
prime minister in 1945!

Under Cold War conditions --- the epic 45-
year struggle that would lead to eventual
triumph in 1989 with the collapse of the
Berlin War, and followed in 1991 with the
dissolution of the Soviet empire --- Greece
became a flash point for the epic
confrontation; after all, the closest
European country to the emerging longest-
lasting conflict in the Middle East and a
founding member of the original 1949 14-
nation military alliance that became the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, NATO,
the most successful unit of its kind.

However, while stressing the nominal ideals
of democracy and self-determination, there
was a overarching American aim in keeping
Greece stable and safely in its camp --- even

if occasionally to achieve such goals internal
autonomy was sacrificed to the expediency
of military strongmen, and a police force
more accustomed to suppress speech than
to scrupulously abide by Constitutional
norms guaranteeing legitimate
demonstration and general respect for the
prevalence of civilian rule.

Fear of police brutality comes naturally to
Greek citizens. Unlike the American
paradigm, growing up | was cautioned to
cross over to the opposite sidewalk when
passing a police station, their presence to
be necessarily tolerated but functioning not
as servants for the public but as its masters!
Moreover, in the post-civil war period,
police ranks were augmented by
unreconstructed former Nazi collaborators
and indigenous, frequently sadistic right-
wing adherents with a propensity to
suspect any government criticism easily
categorizing such dialogue as leftist, or even
Communist.

Within such a historical context, last
December’s event fomented by the tragic
death of 15-year-old Alexandros
Grigoropoulos under incriminating
circumstances for the police represented
the latest chapter in the development of
modern Greece. The jittery police
confronting and unable to contain a
growing citizen protest, inspired by
deteriorating economic conditions (high
unemployment and living costs. Some point
to the adoption of the euro currency in the
PASOK government of 2002); the fleeing of
Greece's best and brightest to seek fame
and fortune abroad; the endemic nepotism
and corruption of the embedded political
elites common in third world societies
paved a fertile grove for the unleashing of
frustration that has been manifested in the
streets of Athens and spreading like wildfire
to other Greek cities, with the
aforementioned death becoming the spark
for the televised anarchism we have been
witnessing. Vandalism even reached the
Greek Consulate in New York!

Noteworthy are the twin facts that Greece
has evolved into a haven for many illegal
immigrants, viewing the country as their
passport to a brighter future, while legal
immigrants, from points of origin in Eastern
Europe and Russia and the former

Yugoslavia, number more than a million!
These elements provide an easy platform
for many charlatans who would aspire to
the role of a Greek Lou Dobbs, stressing a
puritanical native atavism, replete with
ethnic intolerance and xenophobia. In the
same category falls a fringe but continuous,
unhealthy and rabid anti-Semitism,
according to which Jews rule the world via a
seemingly unholy alliance that connects
them by an umbilical cord with the modern
State of Israel to America!

The other event, with the United States
again playing a major and unfortunate role,
was the dictatorship of the colonels that
held sway in the Greece, between 1967 and
1974. The antagonisms that were
unleashed in those historic episodes,
including police involvement in perpetrating
the killing of more than a score of
demonstrating university students in 1973,
have never subsided --- frequently erupting
into expressive anti-Americanism.

It is reassuring that the emotions that have
precipitated the latest convergence of
people, expectations and keen frustration
have subsided considerably. Permanent
resolution to the ills facing a still-evolving-
into-maturity Greek society will remain
elusive, absent a political creative
leadership with vision, attaining its
privileged position through merit and
honest debate. My heart aches for the
travails my native land, including family
members, and a long roster of friends have
experienced. Two proposals that can serve
to bring long-term healing and social
tranquility are recommended: for the
immediate future, a grand coalition
government to bring the country's disparate
politics into focus to tackle the issues facing
it (a la President-elect Obama's example);
establishment of Truth and Reconciliation
Commission to exhume the ghosts of the
past in order to finally bury them with clear
conscience. This broadly-based
dispassionate analysis and understanding is
both necessary and long overdue.

- st Asher J. Matathias is an Adjunct Prof.

at St. John's University, Queens, NY.
‘; " A survivor of the Holocaust in Greece
f 53 and President of Five Towns B'nai
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Happy New Year! lIts officially 2009,
&T"F'LESHH.F" ica a great y,rﬁa o ewk calories it’s the start of a brand new year
and Lightewn up Your most desadent goodies?
Fruit plerees such as applesauee ean reploee

and a fresh start on life not only for
all Americans, but for thee United

; i ‘ States itself. We finally have a
up to half of the fat called for in baked items, o 1 President with some intellect and
The natiral sugars and fibers in applesauce i common sense that is promising big
help te retain wolsture and taste, so put % | - changes and some hope for our

y ailing country. It is extremely
ra o d oil awai!
that butherand ol e refreshing to know that things can

only get better and change is very

\ ' near. Now that you don’t have to

= | A worry about our country’s future

By Maria Athanasopoulos and well being, you can once again

b : focus on yourself. Chances are you
- P f th illi f

reod v hov &\ , e
M A R ' A S 5 |_ AT E resolutions every year and truly

A COLUMN I'!I VOTED T MAKING er} kK FOOD EASY believe that this is the year for
which you will follow through with your commitment for that huge
lifestyle change. Among the top resolutions are weight loss, spend
more time with family, starting an exercise regime, and quitting
smoking.

The 12 days of Christmas may be long over for us, but in Greece they are still going
strong since the holiday season begins on December 25th and lasts until January 6th,
also known as “Dodekaimera”. New Year’s is more festive than Christmas in Greece
and is surely the most loved holiday for children, since this is when they receive their

presents and celebrate Santa Claus or as they call him, St. Basil. Although many Sadly statistics show that about a third of those resolutions will be
special dishes are prepared for this holiday, the Vasilopita, which literally means St. dropped within the first week and sadly by mid-year, 95% of you have
Basil’s bread, is by far the most important dish. This traditional Greek New Year’s cake successfully managed to break every single resolution you made for
is eaten on January 1stin nearly every single Greek household worldwide. The cutting yourself. Well don’t beat yourself up about failing, clearly you are not
of the Vasilopita is a very important tradition in all Greek homes, not only in Greece alone. Ladies |am very confident that | can speak for 99% of you when
but also for those in the Diaspora. Families come together to see which member will | say that losing weight is recurring on your list of yearly resolutions.

getthe “flouri”, the lucky coin, and be blessed for the year. Don’t let past failures get in your way of achieving your goals this year
and growinginto that “new you”.

Every household has their own set of traditional rules for cutting the Vasilopita. Here

is a set of the most common that my family also follows each year: Oprah, America’s favorite talk show queen, is going public with her

1. The cake is ceremoniously cut by the head of the household, who makes the sign of decades long struggle with weight gain on both her TV show and the

the cross over the bread with a knife before cutting. (In my homeitis mydad). January issue of O Magazine. She also makes that same resolution

2. The first piece is dedicated to Jesus Christ, the 2nd to the Virgin Mary, the 3rd to every year and yes she does adhere to some sort of diet for a few

Saint Basil, the 4th to the house and thenit’s distributed by age, oldest to youngest. months, loses weight, looks great and then bam, back to square one.

3. If you get the coin in your piece, then you are believed to be the lucky one of the Now this is someone that has the best trainers, nutritionists and

year! Congrats, you keep the coin but also have to eat your entire piece! gourmet chefs at her finger tips and she still can’t maintain her goal
weight. What has Oprah and the rest of you resolution breakers been

This cake or as some call it, sweet bread, is absolutely divine dipped in coffee and doing wrong? Maybe the whole idea of having many resolutions is

healthy enough to have for breakfast or a snack. Itis also very portable and so | tend to wrong, perhaps we should set up to 3 goals and simply focus on

eat Vasilopita for breakfast at work for about a week straight after the New Year. As improving rather than completely changing ourselves.

usual, | was certain there was a way to modify my family’s century old recipe to make it

justatiny bit heart-friendly in order to have it on a daily basis. Here are some tips in helping you achieve your New Year’s “Goals”:

In - ) ! ! 1. Berealistic.

2 cf;fngput,sposeﬂou, fVasz&)pzta — St. Basil’s bread a. Can you really achieve this goal or better yet, do you really want to

achieve this goal?
7 %ﬁg?ﬁﬁ%@?;ﬁ%gy r Iéffkt%fn eZ Z?ﬂ:ﬁ;ﬁex 2. Start smalgl.
Y cup low fat milk Sams 12 a. Life is all about making small changes and taking small steps. So if
Z €Lgs hi you want to lose some weight, don’t starve yourself! Make this change
€gg whates by eating lighter and smaller portions during week one. Then make an

1 y
1/2 cup sugar additional change, such as taking walks after dinner during week two.
teaspoon vanilla extract e

Y2 cup unsalted butter, room temperature
s cup unsweetened applesauce : a. Recruit your friends in helping you with your goal. If learning
%cup crushed almondp " another language is what you wish to achieve, start taking lessons
1 large orange (need both the juice & the zest) with a friend and support each other in keeping up with the classes. Or
25 whole blanched almonds (optional) ' go online and join a forum that shares that same interest and have
1 quarter (or gold coin) wrapped in foil your new cyber buddies be your motivators.
Icing sugar 4.Time Management.

a. You must figure out how achieving your new goal will fit into your
= current lifestyle and make the necessary changes. How do you expect
to run in your city’s next 5K and finish with a good time if you don’t

Preparation:
Preheat oven to 350 degrees
1. Mix sugar, butter, applesauce egg yolks in a medium bowl and beat until mixture becomes

W make time to practice?
2. Pour milk into a small saucepan and place over low heat until warm. Mix in the oran 5. Celebrate Every Accomplishment.
Zest, orange juice, and vanilla. Once well blended, pour into the medium bowl that is holgimg a. It’s the small changes that will eventually transform you into that
the egg mixture. new you, it will not happen over night. So why not celebrate every
3. Add beaten e%q whites and slowly mix in the baking powder, flour and crushed almonds. successful step you make? This will help you keep the momentum
Blend until the ough is very thick. which will inevitably give you the drive to achieve your goals!

4. Pour mixture into a greased and floured round cake pan. Then mix in the foil-wrapped
coin and ensure that it is not visible.

5. You can leave the cake plain and decorate after you bake it or you can opt to top it with the I'hope you found these 5 tips helpful and wish you the best of luck in
art li t blanched almonds. If so, take the whole almonds and write out t%e New Year, 2009, on top of growing into that new you. Feel free to email me if you have any
WWw. opols.ne the cake mixture. Place into oven for 45 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center of the success stories or better tips in keeping your new year’s resolutions or
. i L . - . cake comes out clean. goals. llook forward to hearing from you!
L\_ oora P I aza o R o | S :j 1 htre{‘; t 1 115 t{-ﬂ‘lﬂ A h ew Y O rk 1110 5 6. Once you take the cake out of the oven quickly dust with the icing sugar add any other
o Jestive touches and let cool. Maria (Maria.Athanasopoulos@gmail.com)
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halloumi

CYPRUS ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF MILK PRODUCTS

For exquisite Halloumi recipes visit or email us at

m PROJECT CO-SPONSORED BY THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE REPUBLIC OF CYPRUS

Hellene jaz

pioneer

recognized by ;
Emmy Magazine e

Emmy, the magazine of the Academy of the Television Arts
and Sciences, recently profiled entertainer and Hellene
Nicholas Royce about his life of activism, much of which has
greatly benefited Christian Orthodoxy in America. The issue
also featured Hellene Tina Fey, an Emmy winner for the
television program 30 Rock.

According to Emmy magazine, “as a dancer-choreographer,
Royce developed a modern jazz style in the late 1940s and
‘50s...performed in night clubs and on the Ed Sullivan, Milton
Berle and Kate Smith TV variety shows.” Although now
retired from entertaining, Royce is still active in the industry,
judging submissions for the Daytime Emmy Awards among
other such industry activities, in addition to his extensive
work for various causes, most prominent of which is his
Orthodox faith.

“Royce was born in Pennsylvania as Nicholas Vlangas. The
son of immigrant parents from Sparta, Greece, he moved to
Baltimore, Maryland as a youth. He adopted the stage name
Royce, as was the custom at that time. His entertaining
began in the military towards the end of WWII where he was
billed as “the Greek Fred Astaire in Gl clothing.” Royce has
had friendships with other Hellenes in the entertainment
industry beginning with the best-selling female vocal group
in the history of popular music, the Andrews Sisters,
following WWII, and including today actress Betty White.
After his military service, he studied dance in New York and
began a career which led to national prominence.”

“Royce’s charitable work for Orthodoxy, homelessness, AIDS,
and domestic and child abuse has been recognized by U.S
Presidents and others. Recently his activities were honored in
the U.S. Congressional Record by the Chairman of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, Congressman Howard Berman of
California.”

“Nicholas Royce has been advocating proper treatment of
Orthodox Christians in the United States and for the
Ecumenical Patriarchate long before it became a major,
recent focus of attention in the White House and Congress.
Following his time in the Army, Royce undertook numerous
efforts, including the introduction of federal legislation to
have Greek Orthodoxy listed as an official religion by the U.S.
military. By 1955 the efforts succeeded, and the term
“Eastern Orthodoxy’ became commonly used.”

“Following a trip to Turkey in 1965 during which he met
Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras, he began a lifelong effort
to assist the Mother Church... The strokes Royce suffered
have not lessened the energy or attention he gives the
various causes to which he has devoted his life.”
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Experience the Art uf Gourmet!
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4 TWO LOCATIONS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
770 Port Washington Blvd 190 Glen Cove Avenue

Port Washington, NY 11050 « Phone: 516-767-9050 Glen Cove, NY 11542 « Phone: 516-609-0303
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Actually, there’s nothing wrong with
her—yet, it’s true, she’s never satisfied!

Probably ten or twenty years ago just
picking up and moving to New York after
having such a measure of success in Greece,
would sound risky and frivolous--even
dangerous. But in the year 2008, when the
world has turned into a “small village,”
because of the Internet and Facebook,
moving to the other side of the Atlantic
Ocean is way safer than it used to be. That’s
how Anna made it and that’s why she didn’t
hesitate at all in taking that big step.

“I think moving to the USA is a decision |
made when was a kid,” she says. “I've
always been a big fan of the ‘land of
opportunities’. And when | was ready to
move permanently to London, while
thinking that my America plans had to wait
for a couple of years, | came here for an
intensive ‘acting for camera’ workshop and |
ended up leaving my friends, car, cats,
apartment, career and, of course, my
mom’s moussaka —and moved to New York
for good!” Wow, that sounds exciting! Why
New York? “I fell in love with this city
immediately. | noticed straightaway that if
you have a goal and you are a crazy
dreamer, this is the place to be!”

But is this the right move, career-wise?
Career-wise she was doing just fine in
Greece. Born in Maroussi, Athens (her
parents are lawyers: her father comes from
Smyrna, Crete and Peloponnesus and her
mother is a Sephardic, Polish-Jew), Anna
was already an entertainment veteran.

“Well, that’s kind of funny, because | moved
here exactly at the point that | got
established in the Greek entertainment
industry. | worked in many TV shows,
participating with bigger or smaller parts.
The best and my most favorite part is the
one | did for this very season, just before |
left the country. It was a pleasure working
with one of the most renowned and
successful Greek directors, Mr. Kostas
Koutsomitis, the show is a period drama,
based on Dido Soteriou’s bestseller
Matomena Khomata (Farewell Anatolia).
Other interesting things | did was working
with other promising directors, such as
Dimitris Vorris, for his animated feature film
(the first in Greece) — being a cartoon was
fun!” More directors she worked with:
“Some very talented ones, like Stelios
Zogopoulos and Christos Houliaras.”

But she leaves it all behind and comes to
New York: “As | already said, everything
seemed like a step taking me to a different
level, so | just wanted to take things to the
next level. For myself, and my career, and
last, but not least, quite important | would
say, is that sometimes | just couldn’t deal
with the way things work most of the time
in Greece.”

This is a very hot topic for us Greeks living
abroad: Why Greece’s business and star
system don’t work quite the way they
should. Anna explains her own case:

“Listen, I’'m in and out of the business,
literally, since | was a little kid, in many
fields, like dancing, singing, high fashion,
musical theatre, acting etc. Even when | was
studying at the university (she studied
Communication, Media and Culture at the
Pantion University of Athens) | noticed one
single thing: In my humble opinion, Greeks
do cut their own wings. They like to play it
safe; they never risk in order to get things
further on. Therefore, most of the time they
stay in the average safety-middle-boring
zone. Hence, there are not many chances.
Most of the time people are afraid of
anything new. No matter if you're a young
actress, a young doctor, or a young
journalist.”

So has she found what she was looking for
in New York City?

“Here you’re able to find the people, the
teachers, the partners, the space, the
money, the understanding (above all) and
the audience to make a start. And | believe
that if you have something to contribute,
there is no way of losing. | strongly believe
that,” she points out, sitting at her Queens
flat one rainy afternoon. “Anyway, whether
you like it or not, the US was always open
and helpful to many new ideas and young
people. Americans always use young
people’s energy to move things forward and
that’s why this country is always ahead and
it culturally rules the world.”

What are her achievements so far in
America? “Frankly, | realize that I'm playing
in a different court. In the first place, I'm
taking classes constantly, that’s the most
important right now. | have to understand
and learn the ‘American way’ and, of
course, meet people, discover this beautiful
city, watch plays, movies, go to concerts. |
have to get into it, be a part of it. So far |
had a role in an indie feature film. It was a
very interesting part in a fiction movie and |
can’t hide how excited | am about that! |
cannot say more about this project, not yet
at least.”

Anna splits her time between L.A. and New
York and, as she says, “at some point I'll
have to stick to one of those cities. My goal
is to make my dreams | had since | was a
little girl come true. To work with all these

people that | admire and respect or with
others that share the same vision. I’'m ready
to work hard and | don’t worry at all. | am
convinced that sooner or later I'll get my
reward...”

While now in love with America, Anna
would still like to see more of Europe--
Berlin, London, Paris, or Athens. She looks
forward to participating in Giorgos
Papatheodorou’s new TV series in Greece.
She mostly admires the «Old Hollywood»
actresses, such as Marlene Dietrich or Rita
Hayworth, but she’s very attracted to
Juliette Binoche, Meryl Streep, Anne
Hathaway or Cameron Diaz—“all of them
for a different reason!”

Her life motto? Well, there is more than
one: “Those who dare, do not live long, but
all the others don’t live at all.” And Anna
adds: “A dear friend of mine used to say:
‘Dude, live it or leave it’ and | totally agree
on that one!”

Achilles M. Peklaris is the New York Desk
Editor for the Athens Voice
achillespek@yahoo.com

Photographer
Andreas
Stavrinides

Photographer Andreas Stavrinides was born
and raised in Athens. He studied Sociology
and Art History while he was working as an
event organizer for quite big productions,
such as 1997’s Krzysztof Penderecki
performance at Herodium Theater (under
the Acropolis), as well as other important
music projects on the radio. He was the
publicist for the renowned Greek opera
singer Mr. Mario Frangoulis and the Press
Officer for the «Art Theater of Athens».
Since 1998 Andreas works as a professional
photographer, being a regular contributor
for publications like VOGUE (Greece and
Portugal), ELLE, MARIE CLAIRE, VOTRE
BEAUTE, MUSE, BMM and he’s a associate
of the Italian VOGUE. Anna Rezan’s photo
shooting for NEO Magazine was done in
London, U.K.
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Southeast Europe Project
Scholar Opportunities

Along with its robust public affairs programming, the Wilson Center Southeast Europe Project offers
a number of exciting opportunities for research scholarships. The Project looks to foster innovative
scholars and analysts whose works identify and illuminate emerging regional and functional issues
involving Greece, Turkey, Cyprus, or Bulgaria, as well as related issues affecting broader geopolitics

Lhroughout southeast qutu]u

Eligibility:
Scholarships are available to experts on regional and funetional southeast Europe issues in order to
carry oul their independent research and writing. Academic applicants must either possess a doctoral

degree or be doctoral candidates completing their dissertations. For non-academies, an equivalent
level of professional achievement is expected. Policy relevant research is strongly preferred.

Length of Appointment and Responsibilities:
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AN ENDOWMENT FOR ORTHODOXY & HEEEENI
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mote Hellenism and an understand
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novative educational programs and
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The Founding Members wish you
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MS MARIA ALLWIN
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How. GEORGE ARGY ROS Y. STEVEN JAHARIS Mn. & MRS, GEORGE SAKELLARIS
With the European Union enlarging and NATO Mit. GEORGE D). BEHRAKIS' MR, PETER T, KIKIS® MR ALEXANDER |. SPANOS®
. realigning in Southeast Europe, this complex region MR. NICHOLAS |. BOURAS® MR. GEORGE M. MARCUS MR. DEAN SPANOS
www.wilsoncenter.org/sep has taken center stage in the new century. Greece, M5 Jor P CATRRIOS Me. DENNIS MEHIEL MR MICHAEL SPANOS
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now have global consequences. The Woodrow Wilson MR. PETER GEORGIOPOULOS ME. PANICOS PAPANICOLAOL MR KYRIAKOS TSAKOPOULOS

Center Southeast Europe Project promotes scholarly
research and informed debate on the region’s
increasing political integration, emerging security
challenges, and expanding global transactions,

MRs. ELAINE JAHARIS ME. JOHN PAPPAJOHN
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4499 Park Avenue, 8th Flooe Tel: (212) b44-6960 mnfofait hendowment omg
New York, NY 10022 Fax: (212) 779-700%5 www, Falthendowment org

To receive notification about Southeast Europe
Project news and events, send your name
and e-mail address to sep@wilsoncenter.org



The AHEPA Family Wishes You and Yours
A Merry Christmas
and a Happy and Healthy New Year

Save the Pate and Join the AHEPA Family

87t Annual Suprewme Convention
in San Francisco, CA - June 29t to July 5t 2009

AHEPA roowm rate: $179 at The Hyatt Regency San Francisco
for details visit: www.AHEPA.org or email: ahepa@ahepa.org

Ted G. Spyropoulos
Coordinator
E-mail: president@saeusa.org

l".*"r\-.\ - Iu pﬁoﬂalo

Regional Coordinating Council | \\ Anoanl'lou

Aliki Andrews ’
3107 Eastview Road . . \ . \\/, Eaaﬂ"d’lﬂpﬂU

=Frq

Bethel Park, PA 15102 "
Tel: 412 833-4596 412-833-4596
Fax: 412-833-4596

E-mail: aliki@msn.com

] 4 -
* Yey,
Constantine Z. Economides, Esq. - LY E L
Economides & Economides .

R “
One Veterans Square, Suite 200 * . -
Media, PA 19063 J )‘.\.
Tel: 610-566-5403 ;
Fax: 800-763-9805 ® =

- : Y
E-mail: cze@eelawfirm.com 30 ° A—IOAH MOY EMHNI .
TEPIPEPEIA AMEPIKHZ

Michael Galanakis 4 6
3356 Wisconsin Ave., South Gate CA

90280 : Y
Cell: 323-702-5190 Fax: 323-230-7371 t ORLD COUNCIL OF HELLENES ABR
E-mail: galanakis74@yahoo.com - U.S.A. REGION

Ll
Spyridon Garyfallis <
460 Golf Court N

N. Woodmere NY 11581 <4 a

Tel: 718-851-2300 -, (

Fax: 718-851-2230 -

E-mail: spirospco@aol.com 1," j
- -

Gus Karalekas

o - @ ‘%f of the coordinating

Tel: 718-626-9522 646-739-9582

. .
Eiﬁa?l?Z-L:?s?(z-rztl-szas@aol.com :&:ﬁﬂ}l ‘ﬁ/(' %A &/ (ZZ %A’ "“,
o A, r 2
o Vers T Cunes a0  ad myself personaly, a i

Fax: 617-328-8405
E-mail: pk470@gis.net

Efthalia Katos

v
%0 | s
R S fellow CHCillnes g

Tel: 718-225-9217 ° .h

Fax: 718-726-7912 M r ¥ k

L. Lo and Lhilhéllenes everywhere
452 75th St., Brooklyn NY 11209 ] Er

Tel: 718-745-2870 ;

Fax: 718 491 2558
E-mail: skokolis@aol.com
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Theodore Laliotis

61 Dovd Dr., Los Altos CA 94022
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Fax: 650-941-1094

E-mail: ted@]aliotis.org
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[TATKOXMIO XYMBOYAIO KPHTQN
WORLD COUNCIL OF CRETANS

(Etog 1pioemc 2005 - Established 2005)

[Mavemotuio Kpnne (E.AIA.M.ME.)
[Tavemotnpiovmoin Pebopvov 74 100

www.pask.edc.uoc.gr
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georgios.aerakis@gmail.com

2TO0POGC ZNUAVINPNG
Enityocg [podedpog
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Avtupdedpog EAAGdag

Ap Tdvvng Nabevog
AvTItpOEdPog ApepIknc

Avtovng Toovpdardrng
Avtimp6edpog Avotpariog Kot
Néog Znlovdiog

Mavoing Kovyrovpovtlig
I pappatéag

Ap Apyvpn [HopacHpn - Bauer
Toptog

lodvva IovtaAdkn
Koountopog

Xapd Kovptukdkm
Anpociov Zyécemv & Tomov

Luxembourg, 12.11.2008

Dear Cretans and friends,

I am sending the warm wishes for a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year 2009 from our mother land, Crete.

As President of the “World Council of Cretans™, I wish to add
my personal wishes for a New Year full with love, health and
prosperity for you and your families. It is true that as Cretan
Hellenes, we have an exceptional sensitivity for the value of
family and at this time of year when love and family bonds are
most celebrated, we must express the need to embrace our
entire family and be closer to our brothers in America.

Allow me to take this opportunity to invite each Cretan living
anywhere in Greece, anywhere in America, anywhere in the
world to indulge in the warmth of our link, our common
origin. Furthermore, I would like to invite each of you to
actively support the Cretan association nearest to you and be
inspired by the ideas and goals of the “World Council of
Cretans”. Together, with your support and participation we
can make our sentimental bonds more relevant to our quest
for preserving and promulgating our Hellenic Cretan
heritage.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New year 2009

Mén: :

[Mévvn g Nikodardkng George Aerakis

[Gvvng Accapidtng President of the “World Council of Cretans”
IAPYTIKA MEAH:

* [Tavednvia Opoomovdio Kpnrikav Zopateiov 1927 (www.poks.gr) « [aykpntikn ‘Evoon Apepicng 1929 (www.pancretan.org)
* [Taykpntikny Opocmovdio Evponng 1974 (www.pankritiki.eu) « Kpnrikn Opoonovdio Avetporiog & Néag Zniavdiog 1980 (www.cretan.com.au)
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Anthony Kazazis Address the crowd
(seated: Norm Jacobson (Helmsley Spear)
and John Stratakis Esq.)

<

Leigh Sioris (Sotheby's Int'l Real Estate),
Connie Allen (Akada & Company)

Kyprianos Bazenikas (NEO magazine),
Kent Swig (Swig Equities),

Demetrios Rhompotis (NEO magazine)
and Anthony Kazazis (Hudson Land Co.)
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A Kent Swig addresses the crowd Ll
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Swig Speaks at HLC Breakfast Seminar

Owner/Developer Kent Swig spoke to a full-house at Hudson Land Company’s
Networking Seminar organized recently by Anthony Kazazis. The talk was given at
his HelmsleySpear offices atop the Lincoln Building just days before the brokerage
firm’s move to their new headquarters at 770 Lexington Avenue, home to his
SwigEquities, Falcon Pacific Construction and Hudson Land Companies, as well
Brown Harris Stevens and Halstead Property where he is part owner. Swig spoke
about the changing economy and his recent real estate adventures. This talk was
the final breakfast event in the 2008 series. The series picks up again in February
2009 and will be hosted at Sheffield57, 322 West 57th Street, Manhattan.

) occpan 2005 NEO
e e
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HABA's Christmas Cheer

..cheerful despite the uncertainty

Despite the economic crisis and financial uncertainty, an
. impressive turnout that filled Manhattan’s Ethos Restaurant to
L | 3l h capacity, marked the Hellenic American Bankers Association
s . Christmas Cheer 2008, held this past December. Members and
John BazdekisHFABAPresident J Ha{sél, 1 * : friends c_rowded the place and sFayed well over the official
Hercules Kontos, Afitafiasia Sfikasantl Bil[Sfyroera J:_ event’s time framework, conveying a much needed air of
- optimism and will to go through this time of hardship.

The Hellenic American Bankers Association, Inc. (H.A.B.A.) is
one of the premier Greek-American organizations in the New

PHOTO: ETA PRESS )

las Bornozis,

of Capital Link ) Athens Exchange

From left, Panos Stogioglou\ (
and George Ka§aounis from
I 5y Marathon Bank and¥&ies Hansel
from Elt Winds Capital Management.
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York metropolitan area. HABA is a not-for-profit organization
established in 1982 to promote the professional and
educational interest of Greek-Americans in the banking and

T
Antony Contomichalos, Peter Krekoukis, Peter Pappas and Peter Kakoyiannis

TEN YEARS OF CAPITAL LINK FORUM IN NEW YORK >

finance industries. Its current active membership consists of
over 200 professionals representing more than 50 institutions
across the financial spectrum.

Since its inception, HABA has strived to serve the professional
and educational interests of Greek-American financial
professionals through the sponsoring of lectures, seminars,
cocktail receptions with guest speakers and other events. Over
the past years, HABA has had many distinguished speakers and
lecturers.

PHOTO: ETA PRESS

Monday, January 12th, 2009, from 6:00pm to 8:30pm, at The
Atrium Cafe, Olympic Tower (645 Fifth Ave., Manhattan - enter
from 51st or 52nd Street., between 5th & Madison) HABA will
honor another tradition, the Vasilopitta cutting. Friends of
HABA are always welcome to attend. The non-member
From left, Fotine Stamatelos, Mary Kostopoulos, Rodla Kallos and Anna Zoitas admission is $45, which includes an open bar, hors d'oeuvres,

4 and Vasilopita. Membership renewals may be paid at the event,

- or may be paid online with free member registration.
* |' o { e More info on HABA and its events can be obtained online
ﬂ' - www.haba.org
w
f . 2
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HELLENIC BUSINESS NETWORK
The Organization Dedicated To
Advancing The Professional Interests
For All Hellenes and Philhellenes

John Giapoutzis, Manny Argerakis, Peggy Delphinopoulos, Nicholas Agrotis,
Manny Caravanos, Lucretia Edreos

wie' ¥ - o presentat
A

A Big Idea Co'mb .

A Business Plan Competition Open to All

Tuesday February 3, 2009
7:00 PM

PHOTO: ETA PRESS

New York University
Kimmel Center
jichviRekaduz ancehmDemetigkakis Eisner and Lubin Auditorium (4th Floor)
60 Washington Square South
New York, NY 10012

To RSVP please visit www.hbngroup.org/nyu2009

3 ’ & or for additional information please contact:
e s
NEO o} N ¢ q £ Christos Birkitt : emb349@nyu.edu or (646) 229-3790
Ipeopleand Places :l 5:'5 _ S John Doyamis: jgdoyamis@optoniine.net or (516) 318-2828
- () :
4 = \ .}"ﬁfﬁ = An Independant Nanpeafit 501(c)(3) Crganization

For the 10th consecutive year, Capital Link
organized recently at the Metropolitan Club
in New York, the Capital Link New York
Forum with the main topic: “Greece: The
New Reform Agenda: Investment &
Business opportunities in Greece Today”.
Despite the current unfavorable
international economic environment and
the fact that the world economy is entering
a major downturn, the New York Forum
experienced a great success and was
attended by more than 400 top executives
with special interest in the Economic Policy
of Greece and the broader area. A series of
one-to-one meetings with investors took
place and in particular presentations of
international companies with important
investments and success stories in Greece
were conducted. 1

The forum was organized under the
auspices of Greek Ministry of Economy &
Finance and the collaboration of the New
York Stock Exchange, the Athens Stock
Exchange, the Association of Greek
Institutional Investors, the Secretariat
General of Information, the European
Institute and the following large | s

international investment ho .
Oppenheim, NBG

contribution of the Greek-American during the Lunch. The Greek Delegation this
business community was of high value, year consisted of Panagiotis Drossos,

given that major organizations supported Secretary General of Investments, &

the Forum: the American Hellenic Institute, Development, Ministry of Economy &

the Hellenic American Chamber of Finance, Konstantinos Kollias, Special
Commerce of New York and the Hellenic Secretary for Privatizations, Ministry of
American Bankers Association. The Annual Economy & Finance, Leonidas Korres,
Capital Link Forum is the only one in its kind ~ Special Secretary for Public Private

that takes place outside of Greece. Partnership, Ministry of Economy &

Finance, Prof. Haris Lambropoulos,
This year’s topic focused on the important Chairman, DEPANOM - Public Health

reforms taking place today in the economy Infrastructure Development Co., Ministry of
and the new initiatives in view of the Health and Social Solidarity, and Alexandra
international financial crisis as well as on Palli, Secretary General, Athens Chamber of
the business and investment opportunities Commerce and Industry & BoD Member of
in Greece and Southeastern Europe in the Hellenic Foreign Trade Board (HEPO).
general.

he following top management executives
The President of CaWMr. Nicolas MSE listed companies made
Bornozis noted that “despite the turmoil presentations at the event:

and the uncertainty
within the framewo
globalized econo
constantly seekin ;
opportunities across the globe... Greece (NY
stitutes the safest st effective U
evoﬁg region Hc
jeantly .
ent of the De
an, and the

. The Chief Operating Officer of
“Hellenic Telecommunications Organizati
Mr. lordanis Aivazi

ack Sea, the Mediterra
liddle East.”

Manatos & Manatos

Andrew E. Manatos
President

M@ we celehrate Christmas and the New Year @ :ﬂem[%/imﬁnj ourselves
to the frromotion and, forotection of Hellewic and Orthodoy issues in 2009

And a Jpecm/ thank you to Neo M@azine for all it does in this %@&W[

Andy and Mike Manatos

and the Manatos & Manatos family

1100 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. * Washington, D.C. 20037 * (202) 393-7790 * fax _(202) 628-0225 * Man'atos@Manatos.com



" HUDSON LAND COMPANY. LLC

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE OUR

2009 MONTHLY BREAKFAST SEMINAR SERIES

CoMMENCES ON THURSDAY, FEBRUARY |2™ TIME:

y _ ) 2:00a - 10:30a
Come join us monthly to network with top prol nals representing many ditterent [Refreshments will be served.]

Navios Maritime Holdings Inc.

industries, from law to accounting, from architecture to financial planning, from marketing

to mortgage bankers and real estate brokers. LocATiON:

sheffield

. 3 322 West 57" Street
from these tine institutions New York City

=2 Helmsley Spear
= Heritage Realty Service 3 Poles

oles, Tublin, Stratakis & Gonzales LLP
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CONTACT:
e Anthony Kozozis
2 HoBC = Merrill Lynch for re 5:rvuliuns
and more information:
646.483.3010
oar
okazozis@hudsenlandco.com

A Vertically Integrated Global Shipping Company
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s for buildings and facilities in

CVM Construction www.navios.com

s provides unique Analytical Engi- : 400 Cresson E;|;d
ent skills that produce: Smart 0. Box 398, Oaks, PA 19456
' Phone: 610-989-3800

CVM's clients, x
www.cvmeonstruction.com



The American Hellenic Institute staff wishes
all our members, friends and supporters
A Very Merry Christmas and
A Happy and Healthy New Year
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(L-r) Franciscos Economides, Vasilios Kotsatos, Nick Larigakis, Alex Aliferis

AMERICAN HELLENIC
INSTITUTE

1220 16th Street, NW » Washington, D.C. 20036, Tel. 202-785-8430 Fax 202-785-5178
www.ahiworld.org

A @J%% 700

May the joy and peace of the Infant Christ Child
dwell in your hearts now and evermore

A Blessed Christmas and A Happy and Healthy New Year

Archbishop Iakovos Leadership 100 Endowment Fund, Incorporated

Advancing Orthodoxy and Hellenism in America

Stephen G. Yeonas, Chairman
Constantine G. Caras, Vice Chairman
George E. Safiol, Treasurer
Mark D. Stavropoulos, Secretary
Paulette Poulos, Executive Director (Interim)



ORDER OF AHEPA

AMERICAN HELLENIC EDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE ASSOCIATION

GOLD COAST CHAPTER NO. 456
Manhasset, New York 11030

PRESIDENT
John G. Levas Our next three regular dinner meetings will be held on
B A P E F E A R G H A PT E R 4 D 8 Amcorjgl@aol.com A Wednesday at 7:00 PM,
January 28, 2009,
VICE PRESIDENT February 25, 2009,
ohe he AHLFA famity of Wit

2009 wishes /M/f( U fa/r(/ 'y af / /r(//yb‘a/(, CeeRETARY

Larry Karantzios q At the Elk’s Club Building located at 30 Haven Avenue, in Port Washington, N.Y.
o a . . '
/%?/‘té &W‘ﬂ///{d - LKarantzios@junipernet g Golf Outing to be held on June 3, 2009
RECORDING SECRETARY K¢ , .
PETER G. ROUKIS A We have just started a new Sons of Pericles chapter.
: Contact George Pappas at the

TREASURER Gold Coast Chapter for more information GEPAPPAS@GMAIL.COM

Ted Malgarinos Sons are encouraged to join this new chapter.

Board of Governors \ The Gold Coast Chapter is conducting a membership drive.
Andrew Cyprus : Please, contact our chapter’s president or chapter’s secretary

Leonard Zangas if you want to join our wonderful group. We have 120 members to date.
George J. Levas ~

Constanine Carr L]

“.  Haea /teald% and a prosperols >,
= New Y from g s at e 5T
AHETA QOLD COAST CHAFTER # 45¢

Nick Lazaridis Bill Batuyios Jim Stasios Please support AHEPA so AHEPA can support you!!!

President Vice President — Secretary-Treasurer Fraternally yours, Fraternally yours,

John G. Levas Larry Karantzios
President Secretary

Honorary Governors
Evens Cyprus

James A. Poll
Sunshine Welfare
Tom Gardianos

NEW MEMBERS:
For new members to
join the fee is $90.00.

Membershi [
a,‘:";,?,_réo_"’ FERERES AHEPA Supreme Convention to be held in San Francisco,

- California, in June 29-July 5, 2009 Annual Chapter Golf
PA HOUSE, 109 NORTH KARR A Ahepa web Site is Outing to be held in June 3, 2009. At the North Shore

AHEPA.ORG You can
D N 9 N D RTH GARD A down load membership Towers GOIf C|Ub.

applications on line!




\HCCS The Hellenie Classical Charter Sl:hﬂnl k=

646 5" Avenue
Brooklyn, New York, 11215

Tel: (718) 499-0957 Fax: (718) 499-0959
wiwvw.hecs-nys.org

Natasha Caban Joy Petrakos _
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

Christina Tettonis
PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

The Hellenic Classical Charter School provides students in grades
kindergarten through eight with a rigorous classical education that is rich in
challenging content. The school instructs all students using the Core
Knowledge curriculum and supplements all instruction with the classical
study of the Greek and Latin languages, as well as history, art, and other
cultural studies. The school utilizes didactic instruction, coaching and
Socratic questioning (Paideia). All students will leave the school prepared
intellectually, socially, and emotionally to gain entry to and succeed in the
best high schools in New York City.

OPEN HOUSE DATES:

February 7, 2009

March 14, 2009

We take knowledge, wisdom, and truth with us,
to help make the world a better place.

AMERICAN COLLEGE of THESSALONIKI

A Prestigious American College immersed in Hellenism

To attend ACT is to enter a life-changing experience of intellectual and personal growth in
a truly multicultural and global environment. With the unparalleled experiences and
education at ACT, students are extended the opportunity to live Greek culture and
philosophy firsthand, connecting to what is Greece through all the senses; with the

academic sense the strongest of all!

UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STUDIES

Imagine studying with classmates from all over the world, offering the best in American
education, in one of the most dynamic, historic, and academic cities in Europe. Imagine
the power of a degree fully accredited not only by the US, but by the EU. Your global

education at ACT will prepare you for a global world.

STUDY ABROAD- Spend a Semester, Year, or Summer in Greece!
With a long list of partner schools in the US, and the ability to
apply your credits back at our home institution, why not Greece?
All classes are taught in English in beautiful Thessaloniki. This
summer, ACT will also offer an exclusive European Politics
Program, the Oxford Module, a unique collaboration between
Southeast European Studies at Oxford (SEESOX) at 5t Antony's
College, University of Oxford and the Lucy Center for Balkan
Studies at ACT.

SCHOLARSHIPS

We have a long-standing history and legacy of extending access to
education whenever possible, Fullsemester scholarship
opportunities are available, with additional scholarship
opportunities available to Greek-American students.

Contact:
Christa Cocoris Ayoub, Toll Free: (877) 524-7301

E-mail: CAyoub@anatolia-act.org
American College of Thessaloniki (ACT)

@ A Division of Anatolia

ANATOLL www.act.edu
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Summer
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The Foundation

]
lis Lambropoulos,
e

for Madern Greek Studies

celebrates 10" Anniversary

With a festive dinner, held recently at the
Mediterraneo Restaurant in Ann Arbor,
Michigan, the Foundation for Modern
Greek Studies celebrated 10 years of
productive collaboration with the Modern
Greek Program at the University of
Michigan. The event was attended by a
capacity gathering (100 people) including
13 students of the Program and their
parents. Informative presentations were
given by Professor Artemis Leontis, on
behalf of the Program, and George Reganis,
on behalf of the Foundation. It was an
extraordinary evening with exceptional
Greek food, wine and music, the latter
provided by pianist Pantelis Polychronides
and soprano Mariangela Chatzistamatiou,
two young musicians from Greece who
presented an evening-long program of
classic songs.

The Foundation was incorporated in 1997

with the mission of promoting the study of
modern Greek language and culture by
supporting educational institutions, as well
as related efforts. It was and remains a
grassroots effort of many dedicated Greeks
and Philhellenes in the greater metropolitan
Detroit area, as well as supporters
throughout the country. The Foundation
has played a central role in the
development of Modern Greek at the
University of Michigan by making possible
the C.P. Cavafy Chair, a wide range of
cultural events each year, scholarships and
general student support.

The Modern Greek Program at Michigan has
achieved remarkable success in attracting
students. Most notable has been its range
of diverse courses that appeal to ever
increasing numbers of undergraduates of all
ethnic backgrounds. Starting with a couple
of dozen of students in the 1990s,

gef the spirit just 500 feet away!

enrollments specifically in Modern Greek
courses reached 400 this year. In addition,
Professors Vassilis Lambropoulos and
Artemis Leontis stress that each semester
approximately one in ten undergraduates at
Michigan take a Greek course. This
popularity of Greek learning is particularly
important since, according to recent
rankings in the London Times, Michigan is
the top public University in America.

The synergy between the Foundation and
Michigan has been exceptional. First, the
University matched the Foundation’s funds,
creating the endowed C. P. Cavafy Chair in
Modern Greek, the cornerstone of the
Program. Next, the University responded to
growing enrollments by creating two
additional, full-time teaching positions.
Overall, Michigan is extremely pleased with
its collaboration with the Foundation and
the commitment of Greeks and Philhellenes
to contemporary Hellenism. Congratulating
the Foundation for its first 10 years,
Terrence McDonald, the Dean of the
College of Literature, Science & the Arts,
wrote: “We are proud to work in
partnership with you to provide outstanding
resources for the study of Modern Greek
language, culture and history at the
University of Michigan in the 21st century.”

www.titanfood.com

25-56 3ist Streel

a

The Hellenic Lawyers Association (HLA)
celebrated their 20th anniversary Annual
Gala Dinner with a record number of
invited guests from the tri-state area. The
event was held recently at The Pierre in
New York City.

Over 300 guests gathered to celebrate
the momentous occasion, to honor their
Hellenic roots and pay homage to
distinctive individuals in the legal
profession. Special guests included NY
State Assemblyman Michael Gianaris and
the Honorable Nicholas Tsoucalas, Senior
Judge of the U.S. Court of International
Trade, who is also one of the founding
members of HLA. Among the guests were
members of the judiciary including
federal, appellate division, state court,
and prominent attorneys from the New
York metropolitan area.

The HLA outgoing president, attorney
John Saketos, proudly reflected on HLA’s
achievements, on his two-year tenure as
president, and presented five
scholarships to deserving law students,
the most ever given by HLA. “We have
taken the Association to the next level

VW

MORTGAGE

WORLD
BANKERS!

and have received recognition from the
highest reaches of the legal community.
This year, we are proud to have offered
five scholarships. Under the guidance of
our incoming president, Mamie
Stathatos-Fulgieri, we are certain to
exceed all our expectations,” said John
Saketos.

The 2008 HLA honorees included the
Honorable Justice Michael A. Chagares of
the Court of Appeals, Third Circuit, and
George A. Tsougarakis, Esg. of Hughes
Hubbard and Reed, as Attorney of the
Year.

The swearing-in installation of Mamie
Stathatos-Fulgieri as the new president of
the HLA was conducted by Judge Nicholas
Tsoucalas. The new president recalled
standing before HLA and its members 15
years earlier and accepting the only
scholarship offered to a law student that
year. Stathatos-Fulgieri described how far
the HLA had come from their early
humble and modest beginnings in
Queens County, NY, with only a few
lawyers to now boasting over 450
members from many county lines.

FINANCING PROVIDED
BY MORTGAGE WORLD BANKERS

718.274

SALES@MWBANKERS.COM
WWW.MWBANKERS.COM
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STRONG & STABLE FOR 20+ YEARS
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James Hansel, Despina Axiotakis, Peter Kakoyannis,
Cyprus Trade Commissioner Aristos Constantine 'qf

and Vassos Vassiliou

ING A GLASS
TO CYPRUS:

S AN EVENING CELEBRATING

Mr & Mrs Nicholas Belias,
Greece Trade Attache

and Mr. Dennis Droushiotis,
President Equis Trading

By Katerina Georgiou

Lying in the eastern Mediterranean, at the
crossroads of Europe, Africa and Asia,
Cyprus is an island that has seen its fair
share of red. I’'m not referring to its
turbulent past but, rather, its ability to
inspire the heart. After all, it’s the
birthplace of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess
of love and beauty. And in Roman times,
Mark Anthony gifted it to Cleopatra - a
token of his devotion. Now, its warm
climate and fertile terrain are beckoning a
new generation of suitors: wine lovers
from around the world.

To introduce Cyprus’ latest wines, The
Cyprus Embassy Trade Center, in
collaboration with the Cyprus-US Chamber
of Commerce, held recently a tasting event
at the Helen Mills Event Space in
Manhattan. Attendees sampled a variety
of wines from Cyprus (including kosher
varieties), paired with traditional delicacies
prepared by Chef David Ogren of Ammos
Restaurant.

Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg attended,
addressing the crowd of business leaders
and wine aficionados.

Until recently, it was believed that Cyprus’

CYPRIOT WINE

long history of wine production dated back
to at least 1,000 B.C. But archeological
discoveries of uniquely Cypriot wine-
drinking objects -- including centuries-old
jugs and drinking horn pottery — now
suggest that Cyprus was the first producer
of wine in the Mediterranean more than
6,000 years ago.

Many of its wines still adhere to the same
ancient production methods and coupled
with the island’s approximately fifteen
indigenous grape varieties, the results are
distinctly Cypriot in character.

Its most famous, Commandaria, holds the
distinction of being the world’s oldest
named wine still in production. An amber-
colored dessert wine, it’s made exclusively
from a blend of red and white grapes
endemic to Cyprus -- the Mavro and
Xynisteri respectively. The other most
common grape varieties in Cyprus include:
Ofthalmo and Maratheftiko or Vamvakada.

The Maratheftiko/ Vamvakada is a rare and
densely concentrated variety found in the
regions of Paphos and Pitsilia. Known for
their intense color and full-bodied, fruity
aromas of cherries and blackberries,
Maratheftiko are also among the only non-

hermaphroditic vines in the world; their
female buds are planted in mixed
vineyards to ensure pollination.

Notably, Cyprus is one of the only wine-
producing countries in Europe not affected
by phylloxera — a late 19th century disease
that destroyed most of the vineyards for
wine grapes. As such, their wines come
from self-sown plants, with classic and
distinct tastes, that offer a fresh
alternative to varietals that have
traditionally dominated the

market.

This holiday season --
whether it’s red or
white -- the wide-
ranging tastes and
value of Cypriot
wines are sure to
give (wine) lovers
another reason to
celebrate.

NEO
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www.nestorimports.com - E-mail: infu@nestnrimports.mm

Phone: (212) 267-1133 - Fax: (212) 267-2233 W’/Wé’& FA&&S
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Happy New Year to Members and Friends!

225 Broadway, Sﬁite 2911, New York, NY.10007-3075.
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PAN GREGORIAN
ENTERPRISES, INC.

NEW JERSEY
METRO NEW YORK & LONG ISLAND, CONNECTICUT
UPPER NEW YORK, MARYLAND
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Are your fuel bills too high? Decrease your bills while increasing the comfort of your home by applying
for Weatherization Services. We provide energy conservation measures such as high efficiency lighting,
refrigerator replacement, roof insulation, boiler and window repair and replacement and much more.
Weatherization Services for eligible owners of 1-4 unit homes are completely FREE. A minimal
contribution is required from owners of multi-unit buildings of 5 or more units. Any size building is eligible

to apply.

Weatherization is the only NY State —-DHCR sponsored program that effectively deals with energy
conservation and gives both short-term and long-term savings benefits to landlord and tenants.

If you would like more information on our weatherization program please feel free to call us and we would

be happy to answer any questions.

The Weatherization program provides the following services
to qualified homeowner and tenants.

Weather-stripping and caulking argund doors and
windows.

Cleaning, testing and repairs to heating systems

Replacement or repair of broken windows and for external
doors.

Boiler replacement and repairs.

= Refrigerator replacement.

Roof repair and replacement

High efficiency lighting installed

Housing repairs as needed, to ensure optimum efficiency
from the weatherization services performed.

Vera Parpis or Anna Minadis
31-14 30 Ave., Astoria, NY 11102
T18-626-7575
wxhanac@aol.com



A tradition of strength, stability & service... Equst Oppotinty Laode
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Atlantic Bank...
Your Business Advantage.

& z
. Iintroducing ADVANTAGE BANKING
CHAIRMAN/CEO s g
‘ from Atlantic Bank.
i)
1'\ :, \ MNow you can create a Business Advantage Relationship by linking your Business or Commercial
F Checking to a Business Money Market Account, The combined balances make it easler 1o avoid
A\ 1 manthly feas, reward you with preferred rates on your Business Monay Market Account, and
N\ provide a host of value-added services.
Avoid Checking Account Fees Financing Options"
EARN Premium Money Market Rates Telephone Banking
Free Internet Banking™ Plus, much more!

No Application Fees

For additional Information call: 1.800.535.2269 = www.abny.com
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BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY : N |
’ e ATLANTIC B
FRUITFUL AND DYNAMIC NEW YEAR 2009!

Ynur pEll'l'ner' fﬂr sSuccess A Division of Mew York Commercial Bank = Member FDIC
Mineteen convenient locations: Brooklyn = Manhattan = Queens » Westchester

LANGAN

AL SERVIC

HINEERING & ENVIRONAIENT

Mavromihalis. Parg
Attorneys at Law

IS & Nohavicka

Technical Excellence  Practical Expernence  Client Responsiveness

| Integrated
Commercial Litigation, Real Estate, We Engineering &
Criminal, Construction. Personal Injury. AN EnVironmental
Wills. Bankruptcy o VAl Solutions

34-03 Broadway
Astoria. NY
Tel: 718.777.0400

Rion-Antinion Bridge (Falras, Greece)

21 Penn Plaza, 360 West 31st Street, 8th Floor, New York, NY 10001-2727 www.langan.com

Mew York Mew Jersey  Pennsylvania Connecticut  Flonda  Mewvada  California Virginia  Dubai AbuDhabd London  Athens



200TWishes from Our Fatherland Hellas under Siege

The C U S Clarnlber ofz /
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a ?rﬂ i _ IFwe realize the very fact that our glorious fatherland, the birthplace of thought and immense
\ intellect, with a spoken tongue of aver 5,000 years, is now under siege by a foreign hostile

J ﬂfﬂ@f%ﬂﬂl@, Wm‘& and anti Hellenic language, we might do something drastic o free her cails from our lan-

guage and the written word of our civilization. Turn every page and she is there, gaze at

M}oyow %W @4& 7&? ﬂ-gg.{ every sign and she emits conquering tones, listen to airwaves and her songs drown our me-

lodious songs of charm and intimate feelings snuggly wrapped around our thousands of tra-
ditions. Stay in the idle conversation in any group and she pops in an odd number enough
fo agitate you. What can we do@ Form a committee and presenf a strong demand fo the

The wn"ls U.S. Chamher of commﬂrﬂrca government of our fatherland to demolish every sign not promoting first the Hellenic lan-

S T guage and force a stiff fine. The people with the pen in hand don'’t adulterate the rich abun-
Invites you (1 a“e““ ‘nEI Ll "iial dance of our lexicon. To the education system, known as paideig, teach the present and
Career Eair on Thurs

d) LL-,;-T af “ 29“‘ future generations to become fluent in the Hellenic language thus aveiding infecting our glo-
20144 500 for.ful rious language with this baggage of unfit foreign demolishing words.
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Join us for new deeds in 2009! »
For schedule or general information please call (516) 521-6080 o~
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Markos K, Marinakis g 5

s TR | friends and ib f ks 2

Drosidont g o our friends and contributors we express our heartfelt thanks ﬁ

. : g  for their support to our Foundation which offers recognition and E]

g meaningful economic assistance to students of Greek descent. Ej

ﬁ Similarly, we express our wishes to all for g

5] a Merry Christmas and a New Year full of health, [F'I

|5 Loy

[F% happiness and prosperity. g
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MARINARKIS CHARTERING, INC : % 5
39 BROADWAY (SUI'TE 1810) . B PANHELLENIC SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION &
NEWYORK. \NY 10006 5] Building a Better America through Education & Hellenism |’E|
TELEPHONE: (212) 483-0340 El 2
- b iy ] Chri ]
FAX: (212) 344-9057 @ ris P. Tomaras 5
EMAIL: info@marinachart.com & Founder and Chairman ’@
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Ctios Societies of the Americas and Conad, I

Dear Fellow Chians and all our Friends:

THE UNITED CHIOS SOCIETIES OF
AMERICA & CANADA

Send along best wishes for a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

INCORPORATED

With the grace of God, all together united as brothers, with love MESTA CONSTRUCTION Inc

and pride for our heritage, we will continue to work for the _ 5 ) :
progress of our beautiful island, and the success of our Commercial, Residential, Renovations,
communities and our Young Adults here in North America Restorations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Painting

We Hope to See Everyone Again in the coming year George Almiroudis Jr.

e at all our Quarterly Meetings, at the General Manager
) . Greek Independence Day Parade on 5™ Ave in New York,

: and at the 55th Annual Chian Convention 42-20 Astoria Blvd.

912 LINDEN AVE, RIDGEFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07657, TEL: 201-960-9260, E-MAIL: CHIOSSOCIETIES@AOL.COM Astoria, New York 11103
www.chiossocieties.org Tel: (718) 626-2533 Fax: (718) 728-6596




Third Anoual

Call for entries!
Regular deadline: February 6, 2009
Late deadline: March 6, 2009

Wishing everyone
a Happy Holiday
and a Prosperous New Year!

Pavilion Florals
31-19 30th Ave
Astoria, NY 11102
(800) 278-5020

What you have in your hands is perhaps
the most beautiful issue of NEO published
so far! Not because of the cover only, but
the whole package has the air of the
finesse and robust sensitivity reminiscent
of an aristocrat that even in times of crisis
or economic downturns, or even during
history’s most capricious whims, knows
how “to walk out but never run,” as Sting
has sung. Like Hellenism itself, this issue of
NEO is oblivious to contretemps and looks
to them with the contempt that only a
very secure personality can display,
seemingly ignoring reality in order to keep
acquiring knowledge through the
experience of picked or chance
battlefields, at duels over beautiful
women — or even a pair of hens — at fights
over a soccer team’s infallibility and at
rallies for a party’s political supremacy!

This brainstorm of images is not the result
of heavy drinking or consuming illicit
substances — other than Coke, that is. It’s
a very sober string of thoughts sprung up
as I’'m walking down one

of the Athenian
streets heavily hit
during the
disturbances of last
December that
brought the city
center stage at an
international level,
the first time after
the 2004 too-
perfect-to-be-true
Olympics. The ashes,
burnt material and
broken glass have
mostly been cleaned.
Some holes in store
windows that sell
very expensive suits
excepting, the

and show no other
signs of the battles
fought there only days
ago. And the mayor’s new Christmas tree
stands as lifeless as the rest of the
seasonal décor in the middle of the
vibrant square, very well guarded this
time against the subcommandante
Marco’s-styled head-covered “city
guerillas” that have pledged to burn it
again! In the meantime, the nearby
Monument of the Unknown Soldier was
once more vandalized despite the 24/7
presence of guards, the nation’s pride,
those skirted soldiers who would never
take their pants down - they simply don’t
wear them now!

Jazz music flows in the air, merriment and
smiles are everywhere, window shopping
continues as before and commentaries
upon commentaries are offering
explanations on what happened with the
same ease everybody is offering you
kourambiedes this Holiday Season — my
first in Greece after 21 years — God I'm
old! Modern Greek society strove for
decades to follow on the footsteps of the
northern European countries and in the

process had to kill herself in order to re-
emerge as something else: Same way one
is initiated in secret societies. Now it’s this
something else that looks and sounds
strange and it seems these outbursts are
like the seizures of the fat professor in the
Eddie Murphy movie, when he was
competing with his artificial slim version in
order to return to his older problematic
yes, but more familiar self. In the case of
Modern Greek society the fight will
continue as long as the old self manages
to remain alive even in an unconscious
state. A little cigarette butt might start a
wildfire to both provide comfort and to
burn, as Rabbi Schneier says in this issue,
talking on something else, though.

Back to the less magical reality now, as |
said in the beginning, despite the
economic downturn and the hardships,
friends and supporters came through this
time as well, making the first issue of 2009
an astounding success. Not only that, but
new people and entities advertised or

resence and participation of the newly formed Youth Organization
e anly promising element during the Council of Hellenes Abroad (SAE)
ional convention — or group therapy - in Chicago this past Fall.
After the two days-long mostly childish deliberations of the ...senior and
streets look normal regular ...habitues, members of the youth offered an air of freshness and

sent New Year’s messages in another very
important, crucial, | should say, vote of
confidence. That is the spirit: we never
give up, tough times are for tough people.
We should see this whole thing as a good
opportunity to exercise, build some
muscle to display on a beautiful summer
beach when the climate in general will be
better. Let us move on with this new
...gear that will bring us to the other side
of the hill.

Witnessing - from far away - the tragic
events in Gaza, something that has clearly
emerged from the ashes and smokes of
destruction, is the sad reality that the
State of Israel has turned to one of the
most ...anti-Semitic countries in the world!
Just to mention a few instances, it
supported Hamas in its initial phase in
order to counterbalance Yassir Arafat's
Fatah, sowing the seeds of what it’s trying
to eradicate now; Chalakah “rabbis” teach
young Israeli soldiers that it’s OK to kill
women and children in the name of their
“holy war” (jihad in Arabic); an Israeli

&

politician a couple of weeks ago suggested
that the Palestinian problem can only be
resolved with "a mini Holocaust;” in the
internal election of the main opposition Likud
Party a declared admirer of Hitler finished
number three and recently a neo-Nazi group
made up by people of Jewish descent was
disbanded. Jewish scholars of international
standing likened Israel's actions in Gaza to
those of the Nazi's. Fascism, Nazism and the
rest of evil things do not pertain to just one
nation or group of people. They are
mentalities that, unfortunately, find their way
even to people who have suffered the most
from them!

On a completely different note and key now,
the Queens Symphony Orchestra under the
baton of Maestro Constantine Kitsopoulos
will present the second feature in the
Masterworks Concert Series Bernstein &
Friends, entitled New Sounds, on Saturday,
February 21, 2009, 7:30 pm., at QPAC
(Queensborough Performing Arts Center) in
Bayside. To remember Leonard Bernstein on
what would have been his 90th birthday this
season, QSO will present works by
composers that influenced him greatly;
Prelude & Fugue for Strings, Op.
29 by Benjamin Britten and
Suite from “Pulcinella” by Igor
Stravinsky. The second half of
the evening, QSO will perform a
world premiere work by my
good friend Spiros Exaras
featuring the Spiros Exaras
World-Jazz Ensemble combined
with the symphonic orchestra.
Greek guitarist and composer
Exaras has brought together
Greek instruments, rhythms,
and tunings with his jazz fusion
ensemble and the entire
symphonic orchestra to create
a completely new sound. This
is a groundbreaking event not
to be missed. For further
information about QSO and its
programs, the website is

showed what the real legacy of the current SAE — USA leadership will be. www.queenssymphony.org

Concert tickets can be purchased
in advance by calling the QSO
office at 718-326-4455, ext. 20.
DEMETRIOS RHOMPOTIS
dondemetrio@neomagazine.com

Jazz guitarist and
composer Spiros Exara
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Alaska has been in the news lately and this story from
our archives describes the state’s multivariate Orthodoxy...

by Dimitri C. Michalakis

Greek church in Anchorage
has Orthodox of all stripes

When Helen Hercha moved to Alaska
almost fifty years ago she was looking for
a Russian Orthodox church where she
could worship when she heard about a
Russian priest holding services in his
home. His brother-in-law was George
Pogas and through him she was invited to
attend services at the Holy
Transfiguration Greek Orthodox Church
on Arctic Boulevard and Tudor in
Anchorage.

“Which we did," remembers the 85-year-
old grandmother who has been a
parishioner ever since. "And then the
Serbian people came, more Greek people
came, more Russian people came out of
the woodwork, and it was growing."

Today the church operates out of a
converted mansion on O'Malley Road
(that is also the future site of a new
church in the works) and the
congregation is four times its original size,
but its multivaried heritage remains.

"It's a very diverse community," admits
pastor Fr. John Roll, 37, who was youth
director for the San Francisco diocese

before his appointment to Alaska. "There
are Ukrainians, Russians, Rumanians,
Arabs. For instance, we'll say the Lord's
Prayer in seven different languages.
That's a tradition they've kept here."

And though the Russian Orthodox church
has now proliferated in Alaska, the ties
established by the original families to
Holy Transfiguration remain strong.

“I' have spent so much
time at the Greek
church and I had a
little granddaughter
that was born and was
buried in the Greek
church," says Helen
Hercha.

She's used to it
because back in
Coaldale, Pennsylvania
where she grew up,
the Greeks who lived
in town had no church
of their own and
attended services at
the Russian church.

"We would put in the
Kyrie Eleison for the
Greek people that
were attending,"
recalls the mother of five kids, who
mostly grew up in the Greek church.

The Transfiguration community runs a
Greek school, Sunday school, and
chapters of JOY, GOYA and YAL. But
keeping in character, on the second floor
it also houses a private school, the
Atheneum School, run by parishioner
Lydia Ossorgin and using the "Socratic
approach."

"This is one way of doing outreach to the
community," says Fr. Roll. "We're putting
our emphasis on education, because it
tends to get neglected. This private
school is a very excellent school and by

allowing them to come in and rent space
from us, we're kind of helping each other
out, yet providing a nice service to the
local community."

The talk of the local community, in fact, is
the August Greek festival of the church,
which is one of the liveliest events in
town and features the celebrated Vorio
Sellas dancers who, as director Diane
Primis says, "have developed from young
children struggling to learn the unfamiliar
steps to the mature and elegant young
adult dancers that | (have) witnessed."

In fact, the church is not only a place of
worship, but in a state with a population
as diverse and transient as Alaska has,
the church also serves as a family and
home away from home.

"I would say the majority of the people
up here don't have families, | mean
extended families, grandparents, uncles,
cousins, because most of us came from
other areas of the country," says Cathy
Copadis, who came from New England
twenty years ago. "In some respects, I'd
have to say that probably makes us a
closer-knit group."

John Tsakres, now in his late-80s, was
working in Piraeus when he met his wife
Goldie in the 1950s. She had lived in
Alaska since 1936 and after they got
married, they moved there and ran what
he says was "the best restaurant in
town"--the Anchorage Grill. The cold was
bitter, he remembers, but the summers
were refreshing: "It's green all over, and
we don't have heat."

Helen Hercha first read about Alaska in
her fourth grade geography book and was
entranced: "It showed a group of Eskimos
standing in the snow around a whale they
had caught and were preparing to share
and that fascinated me."

“The winters are long,” Cathy Copadis
admits. “But you adjust your life....It's a
small community, so we're all friends.”
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