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We normally think of Greece as being a summer paradise: the beaches, the islands, the 
sea, the mountains that overlook the beaches and the sea. But Greece, increasingly, is 
also becoming a winter wonderland.

Greece in the north, and in the mountains, can be very cold and snowfall can reach several 
meters. Villages that are normally balmy in the summer can accumulate more than two 
meters of snow in the winter. Slopes that are dotted with wildflowers in summer and 
spring can become ski trails that attract skiers from around the world. Snowfall can start 
in November and last until March.

In fact, Greece is increasingly becoming a popular destination for the Christmas 
holidays. Christmas in Greece, particularly rural Greece, can be a wonderful throwback 
to a more stately and leisurely time when people didn’t have the fury of buying Christmas 
toys and a shopping frenzy, but could spend more time going to church, baking and 
socializing. And the colors of the traditional Christmas are simple and mellow: a time of 
peace and a time of reflection, instead of a scramble to shop till you drop.

And I remember what it was like for New Year’s. You could hear the neighbors making 
the rounds of their houses with their kalanta. Your turn would come and they would knock 
on your door. You’d open and they’d say (at least in Chios), ”Na sas ta vrontixome?” My 
grandmother would say yes, the drum would beat (an old earthenware vase tied with a 
skin at the opening) and the neighbors would begin their kalanta.

It was simple, it was homey, it was another link in the chain of the community that we all 
shared. 

And what is less familiar in the tourist posters is the beauty of Greece in the winter 
months. The houses are white—imagine the slopes just as white? The sea is blue, imagine 
the contrast of the white slopes as you shush down the hill on your skis? 

“You wouldn’t believe the bookings we are now getting for the winter,” said one travel 
agent. “People have seen Greece in the summer, they know Greece in the summer; they 
want to see another side of it. And they want to avoid some of the summer congestion.

“Plus,” he added, “the prices are great around this time!”

I called a friend in Greece recently and I asked him about the weather. “How’s the 
weather there?” he shot back. “Cold,” I said, “and pretty miserable.” “What are you 
looking at?” he asked me. “The slush in the street and the people trudging to work,” I 
said. “You know what I’m looking at?” he said, rubbing it in. “The snow on the tree that 
hasn’t fallen and looks like the sprinkle of sugar on a cake—and the birds in their white 
plumage. Beat that.”

And I couldn’t.
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